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Letter From the Editor 
The Year of the Protester h its home 

by Daniela Vidal 

As we clamor for expecta
tions, tragedies, heroics, pains, 
and glories of 2012, we remem
ber the influence of the past and 
how it will continu~ to shape 
our present and our future. 

2011 was deemed by TIME as 
the year of the protester. Their 
protests will not remain stag
nant in the past. Their voices are 
what cultivate change and, at 
times, very adamant opposition. 

If the world were to be en
gUlfed in silence, if the masses 
were to be oppressed, censored 
for different-and perhaps deemed 
by powers, radical- ideas and no
tions, then we would lose our 
human spirit: our differences. 

Through understanding our dif
ferences and our opposing ideas, 
we can come to a compromise 
for an enterprise of opportunity. 
The protester is important on 
all levels: internationally, na
tionally, statewide,a.nd locally. 

Should these protesters be si- " 
lenced, should their mediums to 
speak be silenced, society would 
lose its dynamics. It would become 
a uniform, plain, uglier creation 
than what it already is. But, there's 
equality in uniformity, correct? A 
single mission and a singular mind 
securely ensures benefits for all, a 

single monotonous voice, ringing 
and ringing through the ears of 
the masses. Until the masses join 
the tone of the powerful, of those 
who seek tQ maintain such power, 
unperturbed by the mere proles. 

Protest can be found" within 
our" schools as well. The voice 
for our student population is 
the Shield. However~ we as edi
tors, and I as editor in chief also 
take into account our own views 
of what happens at our scho01. 

We do spend 1,260 hours of 
our lives, every year, in school; 
we have a right to voice what we 
see can be improved on both staff 
and administration's parts as well 
as students. We must all strive to 
continually better our education, 
because it doesn't end after college. 

We are constantly learning. And 
the -greatest learning comes from 
examining our mistakes. As the 
great philosopher Socrates wisely 
said, ''The unexamined life is not 
worth living." Examination comes 
through criticisms and differing 
proposals often lead to the strongest 
conclusions to "Strive for change. 

And change did come to The 
Shield. For the first time in its 
history, .an administrator stopped 
distribution of an already printed 
newspaper, in order to pullout 

an editorial deem"ed "divisory, 
negative, and pitting the stu
dents against the administration." 

As you saw quite eVidently in 
our November issue, the editorial 
and "Our Opinion" CQlumn was 
missing. What was supposed to be 
there was an editorial titled "Sag
ging Pants? How about a sagging 
relationship between the adminis
tration and students?" Which sug
g{:sted the administration lay down 
their expectations firmly, so there 
would be order within the school. 
Some may not agree with our view
point. But that is why it is an opinion. 
As of now, we as editors do feel 
more timid about voicing our opin
ions. This should not be the case. 
We have the responsibilitY ~ stu
dents of Richwoods High School 
to voice what we see can be fIXed 
or bettered. We· aren't hoping 
to incite a full-scale rebellion, as 
has happened across the globe, or 
a coup de etat. We don't want a 
demonstration with picket lines 
outside the school. We only want 
to improve. "Our lives begin to end 
the day we become silent about . 
things that matter," said Martin 
Luther King Jr. Our education 
shall have the greatest imp~t on 
our future. It matters, quite a bit. 
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