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By CHRIS APONTE
STAFF WRITER

Beginning today, La Serna 
High School will be holding its 
annual art show in the small 
gym.

The show is held by  La 
Serna’s  art department and 
displays the  work of  art and 
photography students.

This year, the art work will 
be posted onto  pyramids, con-
trary to the usual wall separa-
tions. By setting up the show 
in this manner, it will hope-
fully make the show more ap-
pealing and creative.

La Serna has had the art 
show for many years and has 
been cherished by the art de-
partment because it promotes 
art education in school and 
allows students’  work to be 
shown at the school and to the 
public. In turn, students feel 
appreciated for their work. 

La Serna has had an art 
show since the school was  
opened over 40 years ago. 

La Serna art teacher Patri-
cia Everett said that art show,  
“Gives students the opportuni-
ty to expose their work to the 
public and it celebrates their 
achievements.”

When asked why art should 
be important to students, Ev-
erett stated: “Art is all around 
us — our clothes, shoes, and 
everything. We can never es-
cape art and art will fi nd you.” 

The artwork that will be in 
the show is from Art 1,2,3 stu-
dents, art workshop, AP port-
folio, 3D design and advanced 
3D, ceramics, and photogra-
phy students.

The art show will also 
be open during tomorrow’s 
Longman Shakespeare Festi-
val as part of a collaboration 
between the school’s fi ne arts 
departments.

Art show to debut at Ren Faire

By SERGIO HERNANDEZ
EDITOR IN CHIEF

English teacher Holly Vance 
was asked to resign from her 
position as The Freelancer’s
faculty adviser last month fol-
lowing controversy over the 
newspaper’s May 10th “sex is-
sue.”

The issue, which included a 
survey gauging sexual activity 
among La Serna students, an 
interview with a pregnant stu-
dent, and an editorial criticiz-
ing sex education policy, education policy, education polic ruf-
fl ed numerous feathers among 
the La Serna community.

A number of teachers ex-
pressed dissatisfaction with 
the newspaper’s content and 
went so far as to confi scate 

copies of the paper from stu-
dents.

The issue also angered par-
ents, who reportedly phoned in 
complaints to Whittier Union 
High School District Superin-
tendent Sandra Thorstensen.

On May 12th, La Serna Prin-
cipal Martin Plourde met with 
the Freelancer staff to discuss 
the status of the newspaper for 
the remainder of the year and 
to express his concerns over 
the issue’s content.

According to California 
State Education Code, school 
offi cials must be able to rea-
sonably show that content is 
“obscene, libelous, or likely to 
incite disruption of the school’s 
educational mission” before 
exercising prior restraint.

Plourde, who offered nu-
merous criticisms of the paper 
(including the research quality 
and a photograph he described 
as “questionable”), ultimately 
cited the content of a page ten 
word search as the justifi ca-
tion for halting distribution of 
the issue in question.

“For me, it was the word 
search that crossed the ob-
scenity line,” Plourde said dur-
ing the meeting.

“I agree with Mr. Plourde’s 
criticisms,” stated Vance.  “I 
defi nitely should have been 
more careful in my advising of 
the Sex Issue.”

At the time, Plourde stated 
that he was considering shut-
ting down further produc-
tion of The Freelancer for the The Freelancer for the The Freelancer

school year, but later reneged 
on the condition that he be al-
lowed prior review of the fol-
lowing issue’s content.

Despite this, the adminis-
tration has nevertheless de-
cided to remove Vance from 
her position as the newspaper 
adviser.

While it is known that the 
administration has already ap-
proached at least one La Serna 
teacher about the position, 
it is unclear whether or not a 
decision has yet been reached 
about who will replace Vance 
in the fall.

Vance, who has been a 
teacher at La Serna since 1997, 
replaced E.S.L. teacher Shelly 
DeSimone as newstaff adviser 
in 2003. During her tenure, 

Vance oversaw La Serna’s 
sweepstakes win at the 2004 
annual W.U.H.S.D. journalism 
competition, a major revamp 
of the newspaper’s design, and 
helped to achieve last year’s 
technology overhaul, which in-
cluded the replacement of the 
staff’s computer equipment 
with six new Apple eMacs and 
upgraded design software.

“I chose not to fi ght the res-
ignation request because I be-
lieve that I may be too liberal 
to advise this newspaper,” said 
Vance. “Not because I agree 
with how the district chose to 
reprimand me.”

Vance will continue to teach 
English 4, Business Academy, 
and AP English Language and 
Composition.

Newspaper adviser removed from post following ‘Sex 
Issue’ controversy

NATALIE ORTIZ

The small gymnasium will host La Serna’s fi ne arts department’s annual art show during this week-
end’s Shakespeare festival.

By MEGAN ARII-HEGER
OPINIONS EDITOR

It’s that time of year; 
fi nally! Seniors are 
fi nishing the dreaded 
Senior Project and pre-
paring for College. It’s 
time now to say good-
bye to old friends and 
say hello to new faces 
and new places. But be-
fore all of this happens, 
there’s a few other 
memorable events that 
are to take place.

SENIOR PICNIC: 
The Senior Picnic is to 
be held on Thursday, 
June 15 from 5-7p.m. 
It’s going to be held at 
the quad. Basically, it’s 
one big barbecue with 
burgers and hot dogs 
and a time to get your 
yearbooks a day before 
the lower classmen. 
There is no cost for this 

event. Who doesn’t like 
free food?!

COMMENCEMENT:
Graduation; one of the 
best and most memora-
ble times of a person’s 
high school career. 
This year, gradation is 
at the Whittier College 
Stadium on June 22 
beginning at 5 p.m. Se-
niors attending gradu-
ation will be arriving 
at Whittier College via 
bus at 3:30 p.m. and 
are asked to provide 
their own way home. 
Each student is allowed 
15 tickets only that will 
be given to them at the 
end of the mandatory 
dress rehearsal. Sorry 
Seniors, but there’s one 
last day of dress code 
as girls are required 
to wear dress pants or 
skirts and a blouse with 
dress shoes and boys 

are required to wear 
dress pants and shirts, 
a necktie, and hard 
shoes. Jeans and tennis 
shoes are not allowed.  

GRAD NIGHT: Grad 
Night is one of the 
most fun nights of a 
persons Senior year as 
they are allowed to go 
somewhere with their 
friends and just have 
a night to unwind and 
have fun. Grad night 
will be at Cal State Ful-
lerton on Thursday, 
June 22-Friday, June 
23 from 10:00 p.m.-
6:00 a.m. Students will 
be going there via bus. 
The total cost is $65 
and it pays for the bus 
ride, food, and all the 
events there such as 
the casino, pictures, t-
shirts, hypnotist show, 
video games, a DJ, and 
“Funky Hair.” 

End of the 2005-2006 school year senior events and schedule
Schedule of Events

• June 13: 7:00 - 8:00 a.m. Senior Breakfast. Cost $5.

• June 13: 8:00 - 9:00 a.m. mandatory rehearsal in the Locke Gym. 

• June 14: 11:57 - 12:58 p.m. cap & gown distribution in the Locke Gym.

• June 15: 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. picnic and yearbook distribution in the east 
quad.

• June 22: 7:00 - 9:00 a.m. mandatory rehearsal in the Locke Gym.

• June 22: 8:45 a.m. ticket distribution in the Locke Gym.

• June 22: 3:30 p.m. name card pick up in the parking lot at La Serna.

• June 22: 5:00 p.m. commencement at Whittier College’s stadium.

• June 22: 10:00 p.m. grad night party. Meet at La Serna to be shipped 
off  to Cal State Fullerton for the party.


