
A recent editorial in the Yale Daily News proves the power of the 
press: a power which in this case has been abused and results in a 
complete distortion of the truth. Quinnipiac cannot stand by and 
watch lies and misrepresentations stand as the so-called truth. 
 
So let’s set down a few facts. 
 
Our student newspaper, The Chronicle, is a student club on 
campus. Its editor last year was paid a stipend, as were past editors, 
and as such is considered a Quinnipiac employee in addition to 
being a student. Employees have additional responsibilities to the 
University beyond that of a student. Last year’s editor chose not to 
abide by the written rules and regulations which he agreed to in 
writing at the beginning of the year. 
 
The University has NEVER, and will never, review any student 
newspaper content in advance of publication. The controversy last 
year arose over a rule, to which the editor agreed in writing, that 
material would not be posted to the Web prior to being published in 
the print edition. 
 
As a result of last year’s concerns, a small task force evaluated 
structures of other student newspapers. The task force 
recommended that The Chronicle eventually become an 
independent newspaper, and an interim structure was put in place 
that would enable such a changeover.  This model included hiring a 
full-time manager of student media organizations. His role is to 
assist all media organizations on campus – radio, television and 
newspaper - in fulfilling their goals. This interim structure is 
fashioned after a model used at other universities and was highly 
recommended by one of our own faculty members. 
 
This task force also recommended that the administration change 
the University’s policy regarding prohibiting online publishing prior 
to the print edition becoming available, and that policy has been 
changed effective this academic year. 
 
The editor-in-chief is now joined by a publisher. Both are students, 
and both receive stipends from the University, just as last year’s 
editor did, and just as editors have in prior years. This follows much 
more closely the model of actual newspapers such as the New 
Haven Register or The New York Times. The student publisher’s 



primary role is to establish a business model for The Chronicle 
which would enable it to become fully independent of the University 
and continue to serve as an outlet for the student voice. We 
believed, and still believe today, that a student newspaper is an 
important outlet for students on a university campus. 
 
Last year’s editor and his colleagues chose not to participate in 
helping The Chronicle become independent. Instead, they chose to 
establish their own online-only paper/blog, and initially we wished 
them well. 
 
However, it soon became clear that the real intentions of the 
students involved in this online-only paper/blog were decidedly 
hostile: they aggressively sought to undermine the continued 
existence of a University – supported newspaper for students.  They 
actively advocated AGAINST The Chronicle, handing out fliers and 
leaflets encouraging students NOT to work for The Chronicle.  
Further, because they have no affiliation with the University, (by 
their own choice), they may not use campus facilities or resources 
to work on the online-only paper/blog. This includes space on 
campus and access to resources through other student 
organizations. 
 
What these students have failed to disclose is that they are trying to 
use a University club, the Society for Professional Journalists (SPJ) as 
a cover for their activities. The SPJ is certainly able to voice its 
support for any means of communication, but it may not and 
should not serve as a blind or a cover for non-University activities 
and organizations.  The Society for Professional Journalists is NOT a 
newspaper, and it is unfortunate that these students who are 
pursuing a private, independent activity are using subterfuge to 
attempt to gain access to University space and resources. 
 
Apparently these students want to be independent of the University 
when it involves student organizational rules and responsibilities, 
but they want to be part of the University when it comes to having 
access to University resources and the privileges of being a 
recognized student organization. Unfortunately, in the real world, 
responsibility and playing by the rules go hand in hand with the 
privileges of membership. 
 



When we discovered what the true motives of these students were, 
namely, to put The Chronicle out of business and to use the SPJ to 
gain access to University resources, we stopped having any 
interaction with them. We no longer have confidence in their 
intentions. 
 
Sadly, few people will take the time to understand the complexities 
of this matter, but we are determined to have a viable --and long-
standing --student newspaper for our students, not only this year, 
but for many years to come. Online papers/blogs  may come and go 
as student interest waxes and wanes, but a well thought out 
business plan for The Chronicle is the best way to ensure that 
students in future years have a student newspaper that will endure. 
 
Again, there have been many false accusations regarding 
Quinnipiac’s purported abuse of student First Amendment/free 
speech rights. Nothing could be further from the truth. I reiterate 
that the administration has NEVER reviewed any content in advance 
of its publication, and we never will. 
 
  
 
 


