
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 
-------------------------------------------X  
 
ZOË COHEN, CARLA ASPENBERG, JILL  
AUCKENTHALER, JOHN AVELLUTO, DAVID DAVRON,  
SUSAN C. DESSEL, CARL JAMES FERRERO,  JURY TRIAL DEMANDED 
CAROLYN T. FUCILE, PAMELA GORDON,     

YEJIN JUN, DIANE KOSUP, MARNI KOTAK,     
AUGUSTO MARIN, AKIKO MORI, CHRISTOPHER   COMPLAINT 

MOSS, SARAH PHILLIPS, MEGAN PIONTKOWSKI,  
TAMAS VESZI AND KARIN F. GIUSTI,   O6 CV.       (    )            

 

    Plaintiffs, 
 
      -against- 
 
CITY OF NEW YORK, MICHAEL R. BLOOMBERG,  
MAYOR OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK, NEW YORK  
CITY DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION,  
ADRIAN BENEPE, COMMISSIONER OF NEW YORK 
CITY DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION,  
JULIUS SPIEGEL, BROOKLYN BOROUGH  
COMMISSIONER OF NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT 
OF PARKS AND RECREATION, AND BROOKLYN  
COLLEGE OF THE CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK, 

  
Defendants. 

-------------------------------------------X 
 

Plaintiffs, by their attorneys, NORMAN SIEGEL, ESQ. 

and MCLAUGHLIN & STERN, LLP, as and for their Complaint, upon 

information and belief, allege the following: 

INTRODUCTION 

This is a civil rights action brought to vindicate the 

plaintiffs’ rights under the First and Fourteenth Amendments of 

the Constitution of the United States and under the provisions 
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of 42 U.S.C. § 1983 of the Civil Rights Act of 1866 (“Section 

1983”), as amended.  The Plaintiffs are the 2006 graduates of 

the Master of Fine Arts Program at Brooklyn College of the City 

University of New York (“Brooklyn College”) and the Graduate 

Deputy of the Brooklyn College Art Department whose, inter alia, 

First Amendment rights to artistic expression were violated by 

Defendants.   

 Beginning on May 4, 2006, and continuing in the days 

thereafter, Defendants violated Plaintiffs’ First and Fourteenth 

Amendment rights by, inter alia, revoking Plaintiffs’ permit to 

display artwork on city-owned property and unconstitutionally 

and illegally confiscating same solely based upon content and/or 

viewpoint.   

Plaintiffs seek to vindicate their constitutional rights by 

(a) a declaration that their First and Fourteenth Amendment 

rights to, inter alia, artistic expression were denied when 

Defendants revoked their permit and closed down their art 

exhibit; (b) a declaration that the Defendants’ actions were 

unconstitutional, thus preventing Defendants from acting 

similarly in the future; (c) damages compensating Plaintiffs for 

the injuries they suffered by reason of Defendants violating 

their First and Fourteenth Amendment rights; and (d) 

compensating Plaintiffs for the damage done to their artwork. 
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JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

1.   This Court has original jurisdiction over this 

action pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1343(a). 

2.   Venue properly lies in this judicial district 

pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391(b), in that Defendants maintain 

offices within this judicial district, and the majority of the 

events comprising the federal claims have taken place within 

this judicial district. 

PARTIES  

3.   Plaintiff ZOË COHEN (“Cohen”) is a 2006 graduate of the  

Brooklyn College Master of Fine Arts Program (“MFA Program”).  

She currently resides in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, but resided 

in Brooklyn, New York while a graduate student.  As President of 

the Brooklyn College Graduate Art Student Union, Cohen 

represented MFA Program graduate students in various 

negotiations with Brooklyn College.   

4.  Plaintiffs CARLA ASPENBERG ("Aspenberg"), JILL 

AUCKENTHALER ("Auckenthaler"), JOHN AVELLUTO ("Avelluto"), 

DAVID DAVRON ("Davron"), SUSAN C. DESSEL ("Dessel"), CARL  

JAMES FERRERO (“Ferrero”), CAROLYN T. FUCILE ("Fucile"),  

PAMELA GORDON ("Gordon"), YEJIN JUN ("Jun"), DIANE KOSUP 

"Kosup"), MARNI KOTAK ("Kotak"), AUGUSTO MARIN (“Marin”),  

AKIKO MORI ("Mori"), CHRISTOPHER MOSS ("Moss"), SARAH 

PHILLIPS ("Phillips"), MEGAN PIONTKOWSKI ("Piontkowski") 
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and TAMAS VESZI ("Veszi") are all 2006 graduates of the MFA 

Program and predominantly reside in Brooklyn, New York.  

(Together with Cohen, collectively referred to herein as 

"Students" or "Student-Plaintiffs"). 

5. Plaintiff KARIN F. GIUSTI (“Giusti”) is the Graduate 

Deputy of the Brooklyn College Art Department. As such, she 

counsels the graduate MFA students on all academic and artistic 

requirements and matters, including giving guidance to the 

students on their thesis exhibition artwork.  Giusti was 

appointed to this position by the Brooklyn College Art 

Department, and has worked at Brooklyn College for ten (10) 

years.  In her capacity as Graduate Deputy, she attends meetings 

with the Brooklyn College administration to discuss the progress 

of and requirements for the graduate art students.    

6. Defendant THE CITY OF NEW YORK (“the City”) is a 

municipal corporation incorporated under the laws of the State 

of New York. 

7. Defendant MICHAEL R. BLOOMBERG (“Mayor Bloomberg”) 

is the mayor and chief executive officer of the City and, as 

such, is responsible under Section 8 of the New York City 

Charter for the effectiveness and integrity of city government 

operations and for establishing and maintaining such policies 

and procedures as are necessary and appropriate to accomplish 

this responsibility, including the implementation of effective 
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systems of internal control by each agency and unit under the 

jurisdiction of the mayor.  Mayor Bloomberg is being sued in his 

official capacity as Mayor of the City of New York. 

8.  Defendant NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND 

RECREATION (“Parks Department”) is a municipal department 

created under Section 531 of the New York City Charter.  

9.  Defendant ADRIAN BENEPE (“Commissioner Benepe”), 

Commissioner of the New York City Department of Parks and 

Recreation, is empowered under Section 533 of the City Charter 

to regulate use of the City’s public parks.  He is being sued in 

his official capacity. 

10. Defendant JULIUS SPIEGEL (“Borough Commissioner 

Spiegel”), Brooklyn Borough Commissioner of the New York City 

Department of Parks and Recreation, is charged with regulating 

the use of the City’s public parks in Kings County.  He is being 

sued in his official and individual capacity. 

11.  Defendant BROOKLYN COLLEGE is a member unit of 

the City University of New York located in Kings County, New 

York.  Brooklyn College is one of eleven senior colleges of the 

City University of New York and is a state-funded institution of 

higher learning.  On behalf of the students, Brooklyn College 

maintains an art gallery ("Art Gallery") that exhibits student 

and non-student artwork during the course of the year.   
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FACTS 

12.  Brooklyn College is a public urban university founded 

in 1930 that each year educates over 15,000 students, 

representing the diversity of Brooklyn, New York City, and the 

world.  Noted Brooklyn College graduates include the novelists 

Frank McCourt, Paule Marshall, Irwin Shaw and Gloria Naylor, 

film director Paul Mazursky, impresario Harvey Lichtenstein, 

radio pioneer Himan Brown, actor Jimmy Smits, and innumerable 

scholars, scientists, and judges. 

 13. The Brooklyn College Art Department (“Art Department”) 

has a particularly distinguished history.  Founded by artists 

“fleeing Europe on the eve of World War II,” the Art Department 

featured the world’s first comprehensive collegiate Bauhaus 

program, and has boasted as teachers the artists Mark Rothko, Ad 

Reinhardt, Berenice Abbott, Philip Pearlstein, Elizabeth Murray, 

and William T. Williams, the photographer Walter Rosenblum, and 

the sculptor Lee Bontecou.  The Art Department offers various 

undergraduate and graduate art degrees, including the MFA 

degree. 

 14. To earn an MFA, Brooklyn College students must 

complete forty-eight (48) credits of coursework and take certain 

required courses including a “Master Seminar” and “Master 

Project I” and “II.”  During the Master Seminar, students begin 
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developing a Master Thesis project to be shown at the M.F.A. 

Thesis Exhibition.  Upon the successful completion of the Master 

Seminar, students select faculty advisors and, in the Masters 

Project I and II courses, continue developing their projects.  

During this process, students meet with Defendant Giusti and 

their faculty advisors at least twice to receive guidance and 

assistance in the completion of their thesis projects.  The 

culmination of the MFA program is the MFA Thesis Exhibition, 

which features the work of eligible MFA degree candidates, the 

majority of which emanated out of this near-two-year process.   

A student must show his or her artwork at the MFA Thesis 

Exhibition in order to graduate from the MFA Program. 

 15. Historically, the MFA Thesis Exhibition took place on 

the Brooklyn College campus.  However, in or around the year 

2003, as a result of on-campus construction projects, the MFA 

Thesis Exhibition was moved to a gallery within the Brooklyn War 

Memorial (“War Memorial”), a New York City-owned building 

managed by the Parks Department and situated at 195 Cadman Plaza 

West, Brooklyn, New York.  

 16. In its literature, Brooklyn College refers to the War 

Memorial as “the College’s austere auxiliary outpost,” and touts 

it as “one of the premier exhibition spaces in the borough of 

Brooklyn,” that “extends our campus from one end of Brooklyn to 

another, effectively uniting the downtown commercial activity 
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with the peaceful halls of learning on the campus in Midwood as 

well as the various geographies and demographies of Brooklyn.”  

The MFA Thesis Exhibition opening, which “climax[es] two years 

of study,” is an “eagerly anticipated and well-attended public 

event.” 

 17. This year's MFA Thesis Exhibition was scheduled to be  

held at the War Memorial beginning May 3, 2006 through and 

including May 25, 2006.  The eighteen (18) Students in the MFA 

Program, all of whom are plaintiffs herein, were slated to show 

their artwork at the exhibition and graduate from the MFA 

Program this year.  Students purchased their own art supplies 

and created their own original artwork for the exhibition.  The 

Art Department gave guidance and assistance to the Students.  

Brooklyn College's administration was not involved in the 

selection of or development of the artwork. 

 18. Similar to past years, in order to transform the War 

Memorial, a city park, into an art gallery for the MFA Thesis 

Exhibition, the Parks Department must first issue a Special 

Events permit to exhibiting students.  Therefore, on February 9, 

2006, two Brooklyn College employees, Maria Rand and Michael 

Mallory, Chairman of the Art Department, submitted an 

application on behalf of the Plaintiffs seeking a Special Events 

permit in the name of the Art Gallery.   
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 19. On February 22, 2006, Lena Neglia (“Neglia”), Park 

Manager for the War Memorial, approved the request for a Special 

Events Permit. 

 20. Two days later, on February 24, 2006, Borough 

Commissioner Spiegel granted the Special Events Permit allowing 

the Students to show their artwork at the War Memorial from May 

3, 2006 through and including May 25, 2006.  

21. The Special Events Permit gave Students the right to 

enter the War Memorial beginning April 3, 2006 to set up their 

artwork, begin the exhibition on May 3, 2006 through May 25, 

2006, and then remove all of the artwork by June 12, 2006. 

22. The Special Events Permit was accompanied by 

Guidelines and Rules.  The Guidelines and Rules only set forth 

certain housekeeping details, including, inter alia, a 

prohibition against tents on park property, a prohibition 

against amplification devices absent prior permission from the 

New York Police Department, and a prohibition against alcoholic 

beverages in the park.  There was no mention in the Guidelines 

and Rules of any prior restrictions on the content and/or 

viewpoint of the artwork to be exhibited.  At all times 

hereinafter mentioned, Plaintiffs fully complied with the law, 

Guidelines and Rules.   

 23. In accordance with the terms of the Special Events 

Permit, the Students began staging their artwork at the War 
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Memorial on April 3, 2006.  The Students spent many days 

assembling their artwork and, in some cases, constructing it on-

site.   

24. On May 3, 2006, pursuant to the terms of the Special 

Events Permit, the 2006 MFA Thesis Exhibition opened with a 

reception. 

25. The exhibit consisted of various paintings, 

sculptures, photographs, site-specific installations, animated 

videos, and live performance created by the Students.   

26. All of the Students displayed their artwork at the 

exhibit.  

27.  None of the artwork was obscene.   

  28.  In displaying their artwork, the Students did not 

violate any law, park rules or terms in the Special Events 

Permit. 

29.  Hundreds of people including Brooklyn College Provost 

Roberta Matthews (“Provost Matthews”), Brooklyn College 

President Christoph M. Kimmich, other members of the Brooklyn 

College administration, Brooklyn College faculty and students, 

media representatives, members of the general public, and, of 

course, the Plaintiffs and their parents and families, attended 

the opening night reception at the War Memorial.  

30. At the opening, several Students received offers for 

their artwork, and, given the success of the opening, all had 
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reason to believe that they might be able to sell their artwork 

at the conclusion of the exhibition and gain recognition in the 

art community.  

31.  All such hopes came to a grinding halt the following 

day when Borough Commissioner Spiegel viewed the artwork.   

32.  On the afternoon of May 4, 2006, after viewing the 

artwork, Parks Department Borough Commissioner Spiegel, in his 

official capacity as Borough Commissioner of Kings County, 

ordered the MFA Thesis Exhibit shut down.   

33.   Borough Commissioner Spiegel was apparently so 

offended by some of the artwork that he revoked the Special 

Events Permit and ordered the locks changed at the War Memorial, 

to prevent the public from viewing any of the Students' artwork 

and to prevent Plaintiffs from gaining possession of same.   

34. Within an hour of Borough Commissioner Spiegel’s 

decision to shut down the exhibit, Park Manager Neglia arrived 

at the War Memorial.  Neglia directed everyone to leave the 

gallery and bolted the gallery doors closed, and a locksmith 

arrived to change the door locks.   

35. Borough Commissioner Spiegel's decision to revoke the 

permit and prevent Plaintiffs access to the artwork was 

unreasonable and based solely upon his subjective belief that 

some of the artwork was allegedly not appropriate for families 

and that he did not approve of the exhibition.  He, thus, used 
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his own unfettered discretion to censor Plaintiffs' First 

Amendment rights.  He then exercised his power in an 

unconstitutional manner in violation of Plaintiffs' civil 

rights.  He also failed to give Plaintiffs notice or an 

opportunity to be heard concerning his decision to shut down the 

exhibit and seize Student-Plaintiffs’ artwork.  Borough 

Commissioner Spiegel unilaterally made the determination that he 

did not want the artwork exhibited, allegedly because, in his 

opinion, it was not fit for families.   

36. Upon information and belief, Borough Commissioner 

Spiegel unilaterally revoked the permit previously granted  

the Plaintiffs based upon the content and/or viewpoint of the 

art displayed in a Parks Department building.  Spiegel’s action 

was subsequently adopted and endorsed as a policy, practice, and 

custom by the City of New York, Mayor Bloomberg, the Parks 

Department, and Commissioner Benepe (collectively referred to as 

the "Municipal Defendants") to the extent that they endorsed 

Speigel’s decision to shut down the exhibit based upon his 

opinion of the content and/or viewpoint of the artwork.   

37. On May 5, 2006, Brooklyn College, acting under color 

of state law and without giving the Plaintiffs notice or an 

opportunity to be heard, announced that it was going to remove 

the Students' artwork from the War Memorial and transport it to 

the Brooklyn College campus.  Upon information and belief, 
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Brooklyn College acquiesced to the wishes of the Municipal 

Defendants and agreed to remove the artwork based on Spiegel’s 

demands, in violation of the Plaintiffs’ First Amendment rights. 

 38.  The Students neither approved of Brooklyn College's 

decision nor gave Brooklyn College permission to commandeer 

their property.  The artwork was neither the creation nor the 

property of Brooklyn College.  Rather, the Students created the 

artwork themselves and, for the most part, paid for the supplies 

to create the artwork out of their own pockets.   

 39. Brooklyn College, upon information and belief, 

acquiesced to Borough Commissioner Spiegel’s demands and 

actively participated in the unconstitutional censorship. 

40. On May 6, 2006, within two days of their exhibit being 

shut down, the Plaintiffs held a rally outside of the War 

Memorial to demand that the War Memorial gallery doors be 

unbolted.  The Plaintiffs were particularly upset because they 

were never informed that the Municipal Defendants were going to 

impose a content and/or viewpoint restriction on their artwork, 

and the Parks Department had never before raised objections 

about the nature of artwork in graduate shows.  Giusti in 

particular was surprised, as she had worked with Brooklyn 

College’s administration and MFA students for years and had 

never been told of any such restriction on content and/or 

viewpoint. 
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41. On the morning of May 8, 2006, a dozen Brooklyn 

College workers, who had no special expertise in moving fragile 

artwork, arrived at the War Memorial and, contrary to the 

express wishes of the Plaintiffs, dismantled the Students' 

artwork without permission and tossed the artwork into trucks, 

without regard to its condition or preservation.   

42. Jennifer McCoy, a Brooklyn College Art Department 

faculty member present at the War Memorial, pleaded with the 

workers to stop, charging that they were destroying the art and 

would be held liable for any damage caused by their actions.  

The workers temporarily suspended their actions, only to resume 

later that afternoon.  Several of the Students attempted to 

intervene, seeking to limit the damage done to their artwork, 

and three plainclothes police officers were apparently called.  

Acting under color of state law, the police officers ordered the 

Students to cease their attempts to take possession of their 

artwork, thereby facilitating the forceful removal of the 

Students’ artwork by employees of Brooklyn College.  By 

approximately 6:00 PM that evening, Brooklyn College had removed 

all of the artwork from the War Memorial and transported it to a 

locked room on the Brooklyn College campus. 

43. On numerous occasions, the Students requested access 

to their artwork.  However, Brooklyn College unconstitutionally 

refused their requests.  The Students entreated with Brooklyn 
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College to restore to them possession of their artwork, arguing 

that it was their work product and the fruits of years of labor.  

Their argument fell on deaf ears, however, and Brooklyn College 

refused to allow the Students access to their artwork. 

44. Brooklyn College prevented the Students from accessing 

or showing their artwork and otherwise converted their artwork.   

45. Between Borough Commissioner Spiegel's closure of the 

exhibit and Brooklyn College's conversion of the Students' 

artwork, the Students were unable to access or display their 

artwork for eight days.   

46. Finally, on May 13, 2006, Brooklyn College permitted 

the Students to examine their artwork and assess the damage 

done.  On doing so, the Students discovered that many of their 

pieces had been badly damaged, and, in some cases, completely 

destroyed.  For instance, paintings were stained and scratched; 

hardware to certain pieces of artwork was damaged or missing; 

and sculptures were bent, torn, ripped, broken, and coated with 

dirt, and at least one had a footprint on it.  As well, some of 

the Students were missing non-artwork personal property 

including DVD players and a digital camera.     

47. As a direct result of the closure of the exhibit and 

the damage and destruction to their artwork, many of the 

Students experienced embarrassment, humiliation, and mental and 

emotional anguish.   
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48. Subsequently, Brooklyn College and a private developer 

arranged for an alternative, non-public space for the Students 

to exhibit what remained of their salvaged artwork.  The 

proposed alternative exhibit was scheduled for a different time, 

in a different location, with different dimensions and a 

different capacity to exhibit art than originally promised the 

Students.   

49. Due to the damage and destruction inflicted, many of 

the Students needed to repair and reconstruct their artwork.  

Therefore, the alternative exhibit could not open until May 24, 

2006 and is scheduled to run through June 16, 2006. 

50. In response to Brooklyn College’s actions, the 

governing body of the Brooklyn College faculty overwhelmingly 

passed a resolution, addressed to the Brooklyn College 

Administration, the Brooklyn Parks Department, and Mayor 

Bloomberg, noting that the faculty “deplore[d] that students' 

art work was recently removed by the Brooklyn College 

Administration,” “deplore[d] this act of censorship of artwork 

on the part of the Parks Department,” and “affirm[ed] students' 

rights to be involved in any decisions or actions related to 

their art work.”   

 51.  Defendants' actions were intentional.  By their 

actions, Defendants intended to censor the Students' artwork, 

confiscate same and prevent the public from viewing it.   
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52.  Defendants' conduct was aimed at both the Plaintiffs 

and the public and is reprehensible, morally culpable and wanton 

warranting punitive damages in order to deter this type of 

conduct in the future. 

53. There is no adequate remedy at law for many of the 

Defendants' unconstitutional acts. 

AS AND FOR A FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION 

(Municipal Defendants' Violation of the First Amendment) 

 

 54. Plaintiffs repeat and reallege, as fully as if set 

forth herein at length, the facts contained in paragraphs 1-53 

above. 

 55. Defendant Borough Commissioner Spiegel was acting 

under color of state law when he unilaterally decided to revoke 

Plaintiffs' Special Events Permit and lock down the War 

Memorial, preventing Student-Plaintiffs from accessing their 

artwork and all Plaintiffs and the public from viewing same, 

based solely upon the content and/or viewpoint of the artwork. 

56. Defendant Borough Commissioner Spiegel denied 

Plaintiffs their right to artistic expression under the First 

Amendment of the United States Constitution as applied to the 

States through the Fourteenth Amendment and exercised unfettered 

discretion by closing down the exhibit and revoking the permit 

based upon the content and/or viewpoint of the artwork. 
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57. By endorsing Borough Commissioner Spiegel’s decision 

to close down the exhibit and revoke the permit based upon the 

content and/or viewpoint of the artwork, the Municipal 

Defendants adopted Spiegel’s unconstitutional actions as a 

municipal policy, practice, and custom. 

58. As a result and in addition to these Constitutional 

and civil rights violations, the Municipal Defendants caused 

Plaintiffs to suffer property damage and emotional distress. 

AS AND FOR A SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION 

(Municipal Defendants' Violation of the Fourteenth Amendment) 

 

 59. Plaintiffs repeat and reallege, as fully as if set 

forth herein at length, the facts contained in paragraphs 1-58 

above.  

 60. Defendant Borough Commissioner Spiegel was acting 

under color of state law when he deprived Plaintiffs’ of their 

Fourteenth Amendment rights under the United States Constitution 

to due process. 

61.  Borough Commissioner Spiegel denied Plaintiffs their 

right to due process under the Fourteenth Amendment of the 

United States Constitution by unconstitutionally revoking their 

permit, seizing Student-Plaintiffs' property, closing down the 

exhibit and failing to give Plaintiffs notice or an opportunity 

to be heard on these issues. 
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62.  By endorsing Borough Commissioner Spiegel’s decision 

to unconstitutionally revoke the Plaintiffs’ permit, seize 

Student-Plaintiffs' property and close down the exhibit without 

giving Plaintiffs notice or an opportunity to be heard, the 

Municipal Defendants adopted Spiegel’s unconstitutional actions 

as a municipal policy, practice, and custom. 

63.  As a result and in addition to these Constitutional 

and civil rights violations, Defendants caused Plaintiffs to 

suffer property damage and emotional distress. 

AS AND FOR A THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION 

(Brooklyn College's Violation of the First Amendment) 

 

64. Plaintiffs repeat and reallege, as fully as if set 

forth herein at length, the facts contained in paragraphs  

1- 63 above. 

65. Defendant Brooklyn College was acting under color of 

state law as a public college when it unilaterally determined to 

capitulate to Borough Commissioner Spiegel's unconstitutional 

censorship and prevented Student-Plaintiffs from accessing their 

artwork and all Plaintiffs and the public from viewing same.   

66. Brooklyn College improperly denied Plaintiffs their 

right to artistic expression under the First Amendment of the 

United States Constitution as applied to the States through the 

Fourteenth Amendment by capitulating in closing down the exhibit 
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and actively participating in removing the artwork based solely 

on the content and/or viewpoint of the artwork. 

67.  As a result and in addition to these Constitutional 

and civil rights violations, Defendants caused Plaintiffs to 

suffer property damage and emotional distress. 

AS AND FOR A FOURTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

(Brooklyn College's Violation of the Fourteenth Amendment) 

 

68. Student-Plaintiffs repeat and reallege, as fully as if 

set forth herein at length, the facts contained in paragraphs  

1-67 above. 

 69. Defendant Brooklyn College denied Student-Plaintiffs 

their right to due process under the Fourteenth Amendment by 

unconstitutionally seizing Student-Plaintiffs' artwork for days 

without the Student-Plaintiffs’ permission.  

70.   As a result of and in addition to these Constitutional 

and civil rights violations, Defendants caused Student-

Plaintiffs to suffer property damage and emotional distress. 

JURY DEMAND 

 
71.  Plaintiffs hereby demand trial by jury of all issues 

properly triable thereby. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs request that this Court: 

 1. Issue a declaration that Defendants have violated the 

Plaintiffs’ First and Fourteenth Amendment rights, all in 
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violation of the provisions of 42 U.S.C. § 1983, et seq., and 

preventing Defendants from so acting in the future;  

2. Awarding Plaintiffs damages incurred as a result 

of the violations to their constitutional and civil rights;  

3. Awarding Plaintiffs punitive damages against the 

Defendants;  

4. Awarding Plaintiffs' attorneys' fees, pursuant to 

42 U.S.C. § 1988; and 

5. Granting such other and further relief as the 

Court may deem just, proper and equitable. 

Dated: New York, New York 
  June 15, 2006 
 
 
 
 
      _______________________ 
      NORMAN SIEGEL (NS 6850) 
      260 Madison Avenue - 18thFloor 
      New York, NY 10016 
      (212) 532-7586 
 
 
      MCLAUGHLIN & STERN, LLP 
 
 

By:_____________________ 
Steven J. Hyman (SH 2097) 
Alan E. Sash (AS 8804) 
Aimee E. Saginaw (AS 2788) 

  260 Madison Avenue 
  New York, NY 10016 
      (212) 448-1100 
 
  Attorneys for Plaintiffs 
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