
As a result of the apparent growing numbers of pregnant teenagers, 
online blog sites such as Myspace and Facebook may be starting to reach 
out to support the growing teen mother generation.

Of the 500 plus groups about teenage pregnancy on Facebook, there are 
several that support it and offer consolation to teenage parents. A group 
entitled “I’m blessed to be a teen mom whose child is a gift from God! 
Thanks for all the love!” has over 250 members and counting.

The group’s description offers an encouraging message saying, “Many 
people discriminate on teenage mothers after automatically labeling us 
failures regardless as to our potential...We know we are strong, intelligent, 
courageous, beautiful women! So let’s show the world what successes we 
truly are while also promoting other pregnant teens to see what a privilege 
it is to be a mother at any age!”

Teenage pregnancy rates across the nation are showing a discouraging 
trend. An article published by the National Institutes of Health indicated 
that the percent of teenage pregnancies has risen for the first time in 14 
years. Between 2005 and 2006, the percent of girls aged 15 to 19 becoming 
pregnant rose three percent. In the same year, the percent of girls aged 18 to 
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Obama Wins Support
from First Time Voters

Sen. Barack Obama speaks to students at American University Jan. 28. Obama’s recent sweep of  the Potomac primary 
elections brings him closer to his goal of  winning the Democratic nomination and becoming the first black U.S. president.

Among Students, Surveys Reflect National 
Results for ‘Change We Can Believe In’

Social Websites Offer Support 
Groups for Pregnant Teens 

By POLLY INGRAM
Features Managing Editor

Community
Feels Impact
of Iraq War

By RACHEL WAGNER 
and DAVID KUIPER

News Managing Editor 
and Features Writer

Despite waning public support 
of the Iraq War, nearing the five-year 
anniversary of U.S. armed forces’ 
involvement, past and present RHS 
students hold differing opinions of the 
Iraq War and the effects it has taken on 
the United States.

According to a CNN poll taken 
March 9, 2007, out of a random 
sampling of 1027 adults nationwide, 
46 percent believed that the United 
States “cannot win” the Iraq War; up 
from 43 percent in a November 2006 
poll. Also, only 35 percent of those 
polled supported the Iraq War. The 
data reflects the generally negative 
opinions that most Americans hold of 
the Iraq War, approaching the March 
19 anniversary.

Several RHS alumni have served or 
are currently serving in Iraq, including 
Lieutenant Michael Gold from the class 
of 2000 and Alex Kuiper from the class 
of 2003. During Gold’s service in Iraq 
he led a U.S. Army platoon in Baghdad. 
Along with Kuiper and Gold, choral 
director and music teacher Matthew 
Hartman also served in Iraq before 
coming to RHS as a teacher during 
the second semester of the 2006-2007 
school year.

Hartman experienced firsthand 
the negative opinions regarding the 
Iraq War and those who served. “I was 
still filthy from the desert, I sat on an 
airplane to turn in my orders to get 
demobilized; a lady on the plane moved 
away from me and on the phone she 
said, ‘Yeah, I’m sitting next to one of 
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One year ago, Sen. Barack Obama (D – Ill.) 
announced his presidential candidacy on the steps 
of the Old State Capitol building in Springfield, Ill., 
the same on which Abraham Lincoln delivered his 
“House Divided” speech 150 years earlier seeking 
unity across the nation: though the details and 
society are different, the cause is much the same.

At a Feb. 12 rally in Madison, Wis., he told 
constituents, “This is our time, and where better to 
affirm our ideals than here in Wisconsin, where a 
century ago the progressive movement was born?” 
But despite the links between his campaign and 
American history, the self-declared candidate for 
“change we can believe in” is clearly winning a much 
younger constituency as student voters begin to 
recognize increasing momentum at the polls.

Political analysts project that the Democratic 
nomination race will extend long into the spring, but 
among RHS seniors the results are less ambiguous, 

and mirror both the results of the Maryland Democratic 
primary election—held Feb. 12—and the youth vote of 
the nation as a whole. 

Of the 81 students who provided valid survey 
responses, 39 were registered voters and 34 voted for 
the first time in the primaries. Twenty-six of those 
students—or one-third—were registered Democrats, 
and 22 of them cast their vote for Obama: approximately 
85 percent. 

For the 2004 presidential primaries, a very small 
minority of high school seniors would have been old 
enough to vote. The strong turnout for these elections is 
largely due to a decision reached less than two months 
ago by the Maryland State Board of Elections permitting 
17-year-olds to register and cast a provisional ballot in 
primary partisan contests if they turn 18 before the 
general election, scheduled for Nov. 4. Though this 
legislation is on a state level, 42 states and Washington, 
D.C., have made similar qualifications. 

“I think that out of all the candidates, especially 
[Clinton], Obama is the one that’s really pushing for 

 See OBAMA, A4

By MEGAN ROOSEVELT
Editor-in-Chief
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Police See 
Increase in 
Local Gang 
Activity

By BEN AUSTIN
Opinion Managing Editor

Teens who join gangs for protection, 
social reasons or easy cash frequently 
find themselves under threats from 
violent criminals, while some even 
face coercion to commit violent crimes 
themselves. “It’s probably one of the 
worst decisions I’ve ever made in my 
entire life, joining that gang,” said one 
source, who answered questions about 
their purported gang involvement. 
Groups with a foothold in the county 
include the Bloods and the Crips, which 
originated in California, the international 
MS-13 and the Vatos Locos, which has 
roots in Chicago and Washington, DC. 
Montgomery County Gang Coordinator   
officer Jones said, “It’s increasing every 
year and we’ve had extreme activity 
in 2007, including several attempted 
murders and some homicides. It is a 
growing epidemic; it is here to stay and it 
is only growing every year.” A countywide 
task force encompassing several branches 
of law enforcement has been created 
in response to the phenomenon, and 
today Montgomery County officers 
communicate with colleagues in 
neighboring counties and utilize a 
national database of gang members.

At recent community forums local 
parents have raised concerns about 
gang recruitment. Jones said, “A gang 
member can be recruited at a party. A 
gang member can be recruited because a 
friend is in a gang. It’s more of a verbal ‘Do 
you want to be a part of this gang?’ That 
sort of thing, and when the person agrees 
the gang explains to the person what they 
must do. Part of the initiation might be 
that they have to commit a crime.”

“There could be a lot of reasons. It 
could be social. It could be because of a 
situation at home, an unhappy home, they 
don’t feel loved by their mom or dad, so 
they go join a gang to have people love and 
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RHS alumnus Alex Kuiper served in Iraq 
from August 2004 to April 2005.
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As Membership in Violent Gangs Grows, Experts and 
Gang Members Alike Point to Causative Social Problems

people love and take care of them,” said another source,  
with self-described gang affiliations, who agreed to be 
quoted anonymously. Sometimes the gang associations of 
friends, relatives and co-workers induce teens to join, and 
other times they are drawn in by active recruiters. Said 
the source, “There’s some violent and some peer pressure.”
Law enforcement defines a gang as any group of three or 
more people with common symbols or colors engaged in the 
commission of crime, a definition that fits many “street crews” 
at their inceptions, when they consist of no more than a small 
group of friends, often with a local landmark as their namesake. 
Any such organization falls under the jurisdiction of the Maryland 
Gang Prosecution Act of 2007, a state analogue of the federal 
Racketeering in Corrupt Organizations act. “We’ve used that 
in terms of deterrent or sort of a talking-points discussion with 

a lot of the individuals that we’ve engaged throughout the county,” 
said Luis Cardona, Montgomery County’s Youth Violence Prevention 
Coordinator, of the new law. Montgomery County saw 36 gang-
related controlled and dangerous substance offenses by the third 
quarter of 2007, and student transcripts suggested that local gangs 
traffic primarily in marijuana.

Said one student gang member whose characterizations were 
authenticated by gang experts, “It’s natural to want to be with 
other people who are like yourself, you feel like yourself, that 
are from the same neighborhood as you... you feel secure in your 
neighborhood.” Under the roof of RHS, members of multiple gangs 
lie latent during school hours, treating the school as what RHS 
School Safety Officer Winkler called a “neutral zone.” At least one 
incident, however, is under investigation for gang connections.
While gangs’ members fear attritional violence from rival gangs and 
punishment from their own, law-abiding citizens are only collateral 
damage in a larger struggle between criminal organizations.  Annually, 
gang-related crimes number in the low hundreds and make up less 

than one percent of all crime in the county. Statistics provided by the 
Montgomery County Police Department listed graffiti/vandalism as 
the most frequent crime, with 91 instances as of the third quarter of 
2007, followed by assault, with 79.

Gangs maintain strict internal codes of discipline, with 
injunctions against such varied offenses as drug use, petty 
crime, tardiness at meetings and engagement with “civilians.” 
a term encompassing law enforcement and the media. 
Said Cardona, “The thing is that universally in what you call street 
protocol is that you’re not supposed to engage what you call a civilian. 
That’s what we call you. That includes the media, law enforcement, 
even a teacher counselor, concerned adult, parent, or whatever.” 
Infractions, enumerated in books of rules and codified lists, may 
be punished with beatings or in some cases summary executions.
“I called up their boss... They got their a---es whupped by their own 
gang for breaking the rules, because you don’t ever disrespect another 
gang unless you got an order to,” said one source, describing one 
such instance of organizational discipline that followed a challenge 

by members of a rival gang. “Some gangs, the only way to get out, 
they find you and kill you.” MS-13 has been implicated in machete 
attacks, a possible nod to the group’s Salvadoran origins, against 
its own members and those of rival gangs. The group is also known 
for its initiation, in which the prostrate recruit is subjected to a 13-
second beating by several other members.

“If you’re worried about... the gang recruitment, you should be 
willing to invest in the resources it takes to get those individuals 
who are doing the recruiting to do something else,” said Cardona. In 
the first half of 2007, 292 new gang members came to the attention 
of law enforcement. 33 percent of gangs were defined as “Hispanic” 
44 percent as “Black,” and an additional 23 percent were comprised 
of an unspecified mixture of the county’s various ethnic groups.

Law enforcement officials agree on the utility of social programs 
in reducing gang activity.  Maryland Assistant District Attorney 
Jeffrey Wennar said, “We are losing the stand and deliver guy.  
People have less time.  They commute longer, work long hours, 
work outside their community, have economic responsibilities that 
prevent the traditional charity work of being a part of a child’s life 
after school hours where these gangs can influence children. These 
people are no longer doing after school programs that are keeping 
kids off the streets and making them targets for gangs.  Everyone in 
our community is accountable and can control gang activity in their 
neighborhoods.”

Montgomery County Police Report Rise in Rockville Gang Activity
Over a series of several months, Rampage staff members have been working on an in-depth report on the increased gang activity in our community. Ten law enforcement officials and three teenagers were interviewed and several laws were carefully researched while writing our stories. 
The Rampage submitted an online interview questionnaire on our website, www.rockvillerampage.com, announced to students during morning announcements that this questionnaire was up and asked students who wished to remain anonymous to tell us their stories as a gang 
member. Students were to email their responses to rockvillerampage@gmail.com using a generic email address. The first question we asked was if we could use their responses in our articles. Several students responded.  Some of the stories were confirmed as being authentic responses 
and some were not. We used the gang expert authenticated responses that gave us permission in several of our pieces.

Recent Police Statistics List 36 Active 
Gangs Within Montgomery County

By MANDY DOLS
Integrity Managing Editor

Within the six month period from Jan. 1, 2007 to 
June 30, 2007, the Montgomery County Gang Task 
Force documented the presence of 36 active gangs 
in Montgomery County with a total of 292 new 
members. 

Reports keeping tabs on gang activity from 
the police department are filed every six months 
to monitor the growth, membership and other 
demographics of active Montgomery County gangs. 
Statistics for Montgomery County are organized 
geographically and divided into six different 
police districts: Rockville, Bethesda, Silver Spring, 
Wheaton, Germantown and Gaithersburg. 

From June 2006 to June 2007, there was 
a 20 percent increase in gang membership in 
Montgomery County. A comparison between second 
and third quarter reports for 2007 shows an increase 
in gang related violence along with the increase in 
membership. From the second to third quarter 2007, 
there was an increase in reported accounts of assault, 
auto theft, rape, threats and vandalism. 

According to the report, the 1D district 
(Rockville) has five active gangs, three of which 
operate in close proximity to RHS. There are eight 
active gangs in the 4D (Wheaton) district and 
nine in the 6D (Gaithersburg) district. District 5D 
(Germantown) comes in at the top with 12 active 
gangs counted over the six month period. There were 
16 gang incidents reported in the Rockville district, 
14 in the Wheaton district, 19 in the Germantown 

district and 22 in the Gaithersburg district during 
the third quarter of 2007 alone. 

Overall, the third quarter results for reported 
gang incidents are down 11 percent from the second 
quarter reports, but the totals for the first three 
quarters of 2007 are 34 percent higher than the totals 
for the first three quarters of 2006. Montgomery 
County has numerous gang report hotlines as well 
as a Gang Prevention Task Force that was started in 
2004. Other active prevention efforts in the county 
include the building of recreation centers. 

“[Recreation centers are] supervised so the staff 
members there are on the lookout and they know 
what to look for,” said Montgomery County Police 
Sergeant J.P. Cowell, “[They are places] that the 
kids can go, basically be safe, have a good time, do 
whatever and not have to look behind themselves all 
the time or actually have people coming up [to try 
and recruit] them.”

  

County Gang Coordinator Warns Rock-
ville Cluster of Increased Gang Activity
Recent Altercations Cause for Immediate Concern Amongst Schools

By TOM CHALMERS
Editor-in-Chief

 Montgomery County Police officer Jones has a job 
that worries him…all the time.  He works with pre-teens 
and teenagers and he has the highly stressful job of 
sometimes putting them in prison.  He has managed to 
thrive at his position through intuition and fast thinking, 
which are attributes of all successful police officers.  Jones 
is the Montgomery County Police Gang Coordinator and 
his instincts tell him that the Rockville cluster is in danger 
of losing part of its community to gang activity. Jones has 
statistics to support his observations on the street. 

According to documents obtained by The Rampage 
from the Montgomery County Department of Police 
Crime Analysis Section, gang activity in the Rockville 
area has increased 20 percent over a six month period 
of time with five documented members of the Crips and 
18 documented members of GS 23, or the Ghosts. Police 
have confirmed that these gangs’ activity is along Norbeck 
Road and Twinbrook Parkway.  What concerns Jones the 
most however, is the amount of activity on the middle 

school level, noting that gangs heavily recruit middle 
school aged children. 

A serious gang-related incident July 30, 2007 at 
nearby Gladstone Park led to an immediate notification 
at Earle B. Wood Middle School. Jones notified 
Wood Middle School of the conflict.  Another serious 
gang-related incident occurred Feb. 8 when RHS 
administration was notified of gang graffiti on a brick 
pillar near the main entrance of the school building.  The 
graffiti depicted one gang disrespecting another gang by 
reversing letters and symbols, which in this case was a 
pitchfork connected to the other gang’s symbol

 From documentation provided by first person 
accounts and police reports, the police were able to 
classify one account of a gang initiation known as 
a “sex-in,” which is a very serious crime where one 
person (usually a female) is forced to have sex with gang 
members in order to gain admission into that gang. 

Jones points at various signs that gang activity 
is increasing; including more graffiti in the area.  At 
Gladstone Park the increase of gang involvement can 
be seen, as basketball courts and blacktops have been 
defaced by numerous acts of graffiti; all with the same 

tag of “GS 23.” Predominantly a middle school gang, 
GS 23 has been documented by Montgomery County 
Police as a youth driven model for a much more serious 
gang. “[Montgomery County] has had some incidents 
where middle school students have been involved in 
fighting, bringing weapons to school…There’s also 
been some reports of obvious graffiti and your typical 
drugs,” said Jones. 

On the high school level, RHS has recently 
encountered multiple gang problems as a part of their 
proactive anti-gang  policy. Administration recieved 
word of a planned physical dispute between two RHS 
rival gang members that would occur immediately 
after school Feb. 8, and the staff effectively stamped 
out the affair before any violence could occur.  

Assistant principal Dyan Gomez insists that the 
gang problem at RHS is very serious and that the 
problem must be controlled. Gomez works closely 
with Jones to assure that all possible conflicts are 
managed appropriately.

While the local school gang activity at Rockville 
has not produced anything more than proposed 
scuffles and graffiti, Jones assures that  school gang 
activity is a serious problem that must be addressed. 
“[School students in gangs] is a growing trend that 
we’re seeing along with the growth of gangs in 
Montgomery County,” said Jones. “[The county and 
schools] definitely cannot force their way out of it. But, 

we cannot just let this rising problem go.” 
Jeffrey Wennar, Secretary of the Mid-Atlantic 

Regional Gang Investigators Network, who 
prosecutes gang-related crime for the state of 
Maryland, reports an increase in gang-related cases, 
from 77 cases in 2006 to 386 cases in 2007.  “If a kid 
joins a gang, the entire community has failed that 
child,” said Wennar.

Jones mainly attributes this growing student 
gang participation to the local students’ increasing 
need for respect. “If you’re getting picked on by 
your peers…what you want to do is get protection 
by joining a gang, which ultimately results in them 
gaining respect. [Students] want to be respected and 
be a part of something,” said Jones.

To offer students an alternative and a chance 
to be a part of something more constructive, the 
city of Rockville supports active involvement in 
its community recreation centers. To move area 
children away from gang influences, these recreation 
centers offer school students a place to meet with 
positive supervision, but Wennar feels more can be 
done to help children. “The faith based community 
needs to stand and deliver.  People in a congregation 
should mentor children in their community,” said 
Wennar.Visual Graphic by Marcus Lima—The Rampage

The Montgomery County Department of  Police Crime Analysis Section has confirmed that gang activity 
in the Rockville area has increased 20 percent over a six month period from June 2006 to June 2007.
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By AMANDA GONZALEZ
Sports Managing Editor

Prosecutors Skeptical Toward the 
Efficiency of Anti-Gang Legislation

By BEN BLOOM
News Writer

Effective as of Oct. 1, the Maryland Gang Prosecution Act of 2007 
(House Bill 713) looks to halt the growing threat of gang activity and 
violence in Maryland. However, many authorities are skeptical that 
the bill will have little significant outcome in terms of combating the 
evident gang problem. 

Lobbied strongly by Maryland Attorney General Douglas F. 
Gansler (D), the bill prohibits a person from participating in a 
criminal gang, knowing that its members engage in an ongoing 
pattern of criminal gang activity. The bill also prohibits a person from 
knowingly or willfully directing or participating in the commission of 
an underlying crime committed for the benefit or in association with 
a criminal gang. 

Violators of the newly implemented bill are guilty of a felony and 
face jail time of up to ten years, (up to 20 years if the death of a victim 
takes place) and possibly a fine of up to $100,000. 

Gansler, former Montgomery County States Attorney, has 
persistently fought to implement new innovative programs to fight 
gangs and to protect the public. However, when the Maryland Gang 
Prosecution Act was passed by the General Assembly last year, the 
Attorney General’s office deemed the bill to be “watered down.” 

Other officials, such as Jeffrey Wennar, Secretary of the Mid-
Atlantic Regional Gang Investigators Network, and Maryland State 
Senator Nancy Jacobs (R) are also skeptical about the bill. 

“The way the [Maryland Gang Prosecution Act of 2007] is written, 

puts a great burden on the prosecution,” said Wennar. “Prosecutors 
have to be able to prove that those persons on trial knowingly and 
willingly committed the offense as part of a gang and that the crime is 
also a pattern of the gang. There’s a lot we [prosecutors] have to prove 
in addition to the penalties.”

Senator Jacobs released several comments about disappointments 
of the bill after it was passed by the Maryland House of 
Representatives. “The bill has a nice title, but it does little to combat 
the gang problem across our state,” said Jacobs. 

Other anti-gang legislations of the Washington D.C. metropolitan 
area include the Joint County Gang Prevention Task Force of 2004 
(active between Montgomery County and Prince George’s County, 
Maryland) and the Northern Virginia Gang Task Force of 2006, 
which is active amongst 15 Virginia jurisdictions. Both Gansler 
and Wennar were both committee members of the Maryland Joint 
County Gang Prevention Task Force. 

Both task forces of Maryland and Northern Virginia cite that 
education and increasing public awareness is essential to gang 
prevention efforts. Both have developed public awareness campaigns 
which help educate residents and officials about criminal gang 
activity, the recognizable characteristics of gang activity and the 
dangers of gang involvement. Establishing programs to address the 
needs of youth at risk of gang involvement is also a top priority.

“Everyone in the community is accountable and can help control 
gang activity in their neighborhoods,” said Wennar. “The community 
needs to use public works like schools and recreation centers to offer 
after school programs, keeping kids off the street and avoiding risk 
of gang involvement…If a kid joins a gang, the entire community has 
failed that child.” 
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According to a report conducted by the Montgomery County Gang Task Force, 
Rockville has five active gangs, three of  which operate closely to RHS.

GANGS cont. from A1
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Public recreation centers, such as Bauer (above), provide 
children with positive reinforcement after school hours.
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As a Rockville High School student I have not observed a problem with gangs at our school, whether that be 
because I have no affiliation with students who are involved or it be that I am oblivious and do not know enough 
to recognize. 

When I think of gangs I think of the Jets and the Sharks from “West Side Story”, the famous movie and play. It’s 
the Hollywood version of a gang, I know, but nonetheless the first thing I think of when the word “gang” comes up. 
In “West Side Story” the gangs are separated by racial disparities and are at each others’ throats for the full length 
of the movie. 

As I’ve reviewed the various articles in this issue and read the transcripts of narratives of anonymous students 
who have been confirmed by law enforcement officials as being authentic, the perfect Hollywood picture fades and 
bile-tasting reality replaces it.  

One particularly poignant transcript described a potential member doing a “sex in” with a gang. A sex in is 
when, during the initiation process into a gang, a potential member has sex with all the gang members. It also 
described gang members performing acts of self-mutilation and getting beaten senselessly for making mistakes. I 
was numbed by what I was reading. 

The more I read, the worse it became. One member said, “The leader asked me, what do I want to happen, 
get two or three cuts…or get two or three burns? I said burns and they used a lighter to make three burns on my 
body.”

The world changed for me then. As I looked at the faces in the hallways of my school and looked back at my 
three years at Wood Middle School, it all looked different now. I wondered how many people I had passed in all my 
years at school that could have been associated with gangs and if I had known, would I have done anything about 
it? What could I do? Tell them that life is better than that. Tell them that many people feel the same way, but just 
aren’t as desperate. 

Because that was the new sensation I felt: desperation. How could anyone feel so desperate, so alone, that they 
would allow many different people to have sex with them just to belong?—but the sad reality is that there are 
hundreds of people who feel that way and many who fall into this false sense of security, whether it’s a gang or an 
abusive relationship. They’ll do anything to feel better, to be loved. 

We are better than that. As human beings we deserve better than that and we have more to offer than that. The 
world itself may be more a forgiving place for mistakes than that of a gang. 

That anyone, male or female, would be forced to make such an inconcievably horrible choice appalled me. 
That this person had to “hide [their] smarts” in this association disappointed me beyond belief. How could anyone 
possibly choose between cuts and burns? How could anyone be forced to mask their intelligence just to save 
themselves? I did not understand. And the worst part is that once you’re in, there is no way out. Gangs are literally 
life or death.

An anonymous source said, “If you want to keep your life in your own hands, then don’t join…Don’t do it. Be 
what you were born to be. Unlike me, everyone else who isn’t in a gang was born to be something better.”  No one 
should have to feel like this; if that isn’t motivation enough then what is? 

Jolt of 
Reality: 

Rampage Editor Takes to the Street 
for a Closer Look at Neighborhood  
Crews and Underworld Culture

A New Program to 
Curb Gang Appeal 
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This gang related grafiti was found on RHS February 8 and has begun to disappear with the rainy weather.  Notice the upside 
down pitchforks and the Bs are up and Cs are down, indicating one gang is disrespecting another gang.  
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