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Freedom of Expression             Regulation No. 3220R 
                            Students 
 

 
FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION 

 
The principal has the responsibility to monitor student verbal and written expression. Students 
who violate the standards for verbal and written expression will be subject to corrective action or 
discipline. 
 
For purposes of verbal and written expression, the following general guidelines should be in 
effect: 
 
A. Distribution of student prepared written materials (excluding school sponsored student 

publications) or student oral speech on school premises or at school activities, including 
classrooms and assemblies may be restricted and subject a student to disciplinary action: 
 
1) Where there is evidence which reasonably supports a forecast that the expression is likely 

to cause material and substantial disruption of, or interference with, school activities or 
actually causes such material and substantial disruption. 

 
For student expression to be deemed a material and substantial disruption, there must 
exist specific facts upon which it is reasonable to forecast that a clear and present 
likelihood of an immediate, substantial disruption to normal school activity would result 
if the expression occurs or such expression has caused such disruptions. A material and 
substantial disruption includes, but is not necessarily limited to: speech that causes or 
may cause: fights, altercations, or intimidating conduct  between students; interference 
with regular classroom or other school activities; excessive litter, noise, or similar 
problems arising from the expressive activity; significant student participation in a school 
boycott, sit-in, stand-in, walkout, or similar activities; physical violence, fighting, or 
harassment of any kind among students; intimidation, harassment, or other verbal 
conduct (including swearing, disrespectful insulting speech to students, teachers or 
administrators) creating a hostile educational environment; defamation or untrue 
statements; statements that attack ethnic, religious, gender or racial groups, or that tend to 
provoke a physical response, including gang symbols or apparel, insults, or other fighting 
words that could reasonably be anticipated to provoke a physical or otherwise disruptive 
response; or speech likely to result in or encourage disobedience of school rules or health 
and safety standards (such as apparel, advertising alcohol, drugs, tobacco, etc.). 

 
2) Where the student expression is offensively lewd or indecent, advocates illegal drug use, 

alcohol use, or other criminal conduct, or unduly impinges upon the rights of others. 
 
School Sponsored Student Publications and Productions 
 
The student publications instructor or advisor has the primary authority for supervising student 
publications and to see that the provisions incorporated into this policy and regulation  are met 
and will, if necessary, edit, remove, or revise the content to ensure compliance therewith or for 
any other valid pedagogical reason. The principal or designee will review copies prior to its 
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publication and the principal may edit, remove or revise content to ensure compliance with this 
regulation or for any valid pedagogical reasons. Such copy will be returned to the student editors 
within twenty-four (24) hours after it has been submitted for review, but a failure to meet this 
deadline will be deemed disapproval. 
 
Any dispute that cannot be resolved at the building level may be submitted to the 
Superintendent’s designee for further consideration.  
 
School sponsored student productions, including plays or public performances, are subject to the 
control of the instructor or advisor, and the building principal to ensure compliance with the 
policy and regulation. 
 
The District reserves the right to control the content of school sponsored student publications 
and productions to the full extent allowed under the federal and state constitutions and applicable 
law. Although the District believes that students should be encouraged to exercise good 
judgment in the content of the student publication program or in student productions, such 
expressive writing and activities must be in keeping with the school's instructional mission and 
values, and recognition that school sponsored student publications and productions are not an 
open forum for first amendment expression, but rather publicly funded instructional activities of 
the school district, subject to the control of the Board of Directors and District administration. 
Material must be free of content that: runs counter to the instructional program; is in poor taste 
or otherwise offensive for the student or general community; invades the privacy of individuals, 
defamatory or otherwise unlawful for a school district to disseminate; demeans or otherwise 
damages individuals or groups; supports the violation of school rules or, is inappropriate for the 
maturity level of the students. Such activities must also teach respect for the sensitivity of others 
and standards of civility as well as the elements of responsible journalism and production values 
in the context of public school student publications and productions. The authority to regulate 
student expression in school sponsored activities, however, may not be based on intent to 
discriminate against a particular viewpoint involved in the expressive activity.  
 
Distribution of Materials by Students 
 
Students' constitutional rights of freedom of speech or expression provide for the opportunity to 
distribute on school premises any written materials they have produced or obtained on their own. 
However, distribution of materials by students will not cause disruption of or interference with 
school activities. Students will be subject to corrective action or discipline, including suspension 
or expulsion, depending on the nature of the materials or the disruption or interference resulting 
from distribution of materials under the general guidelines of this regulation. 
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