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I. INTRODUCTION 

Appellants repeatedly refer to the method of journalism education 

that Emerald Ridge High School had adopted as "so-called open forum 

journalism." (Emphasis added.) They label it a "curious" and "flawed 

legal concept" promulgated by Respondent Puyallup School District 

("PSD"), and allege that its implementation rendered the District 

negligent. But open forum (or public forum) journalism is a bona fide 

instructional method recommended by every major national scholastic 

journalism education group, many of which are represented here as amici, 

and by the state of Washington itself. In short, student editorial autonomy 

is not a deviation from the "industry standard"; it is the industry standard. 

II. STATEMENT OF THE CASE 

Amici adopt the Statement of Facts presented in the Brief of 

Respondent. 

III. ARGUMENT 

A. The Trial Court Recognized This Dispute for What It 
Is: A Straightforward Invasion of Privacy Case. 

In 2005, The Washington Post reported on a federal survey that 

had found over 50 percent of teens ages 15-19 had engaged in oral sex. 

Laura Sessions Stepp, Study: Half of All Teens Have Had Oral Sex, Wash. 

Post, Sept. 16, 2005. The Emerald Ridge High School student newspaper, 

the Jag Wire - along with the student editorial staffs at high schools 
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nationwide - took notice. In their editorial meetings, the staff determined 

that this topic was newsworthy for their audience. Like all news 

organizations - whether operated by students or professionals - they 

hoped to put a local spin on a national topic. 

The JagWire staff then made an editorial decision that forms the 

heart of this dispute: to include the names of some students they 

interviewed about oral sex, with their consent. The staff, having found 

that one in three students reported engaging in oral sex. felt this would add 

greater impact and validity to an issue they strongly felt needed attention. 

While some denounced this editorial decision, a lengthy trial 

concluded that they committed no tort merely by publishing accurate, 

lawfully obtained information. The jury found that the students in the 

article knew they were being interviewed by JagWire reporters and validly 

consented to being identified. Had such a claim been brought against a 

professional news media organization, the jury's finding would effectively 

end the discussion. 

Amici urge that it should also end the discussion in this case. 
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B. Appellants Attack the School District's Instructional 
Method, But That Method Is the Industry Standard, 
Widely Used in Practice, Embraced by Every Major 
Journalism Education Group in the Country, and 
Reflected in Several States' Laws. 

Appellants repeatedly argue PSD was negligent in allowing the 

student editors too much editorial freedom. They refer often to the "so-

called 'public forum '" method of instruction as a "fictional 'educational 

philosophy,'" App. Reply Sr. at 13, and a "curious" and "flawed" legal 

concept CJ.nd teaching style that somehow supports their negligence claims. 

Sr. of Appellants at 1, 21. 

Amici, which represent many of the nation's leading scholastic 

journalism education groups, feel compelled to clarify this fundamental 

mischaracterization about the open forum teaching method and to take on 

Appellants' speCUlation that allowing student editors greater editorial 

freedom is a fictional, flawed or negligent manner to teach young 

journalists. To the contrary, it is widely recognized as the most effective 

way to teach journalism. 

Open forum journalism is an established classroom model for 

instructing young journalists and citizens. 1 It operates under the belief that 

I Appellants seem to argue that the "open forum" method of scholastic journalism 
instruction must be synonymous with the "public forum" doctrine for constitutional 
purposes. Reply Br. of Appellants at 3-4. Intentional or not, this simply adds unnecessary 
and unwarranted confusion. While the two concepts are linked, the reality is that until a 
court is involved, student media designated as public forums by a court oflaw exist 
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student journalists -like athletes, musicians and others - learn most 

effectively and achieve their fullest potential when teachers provide them 

the tools and lessons they need to succeed, and allow students to use them, 

so long as they operate within established rules. According to the open 

forum model, a student newspaper, for example, should be created 

primarily by students, not school administrators or teachers. Like high 

school coaches and their players, under the open forum model journalism 

teachers teach; journalism students do the journalism. 

Amici believe that allowing student journalists such autonomy is 

not only the best way to teach young journalists, but also the best way to 

teach young citizens. Teaching students about the rights and 

responsibilities embodied in the First Amendment - and allowing them to 

put those lessons into practice - instills in our next generation an 

simply as a tiny subset within the much larger group of student media designated as 
forums by schools that have made the educational decision to allow student editorial 
control by written policy and/or established practice. Whether one refers to a newspaper 
in which students are empowered to make editorial judgments without school censorship 
as an "open" forum or a "public" forum really is immaterial. "Open forum" has become a 
shorthand used by non-lawyer journalism educators, but the larger point is that it is a 
widely accepted and academically valid educational practice to permit students to choose 
the editorial content of their publications. The position urged by the Appellants appears to 
be that the ability to censor equates to a legally binding ohligation to censor. This is a 
dangerous proposition not just for the well-being of student journalists and their readers. 
but for the ability of any school to function. It is, for example, legally permissible for a 
school to read the emails of employees that are transmitted on school computers during 
the school day. If Appellants' position is to be the legal standard, then schools are in fact 
legally obligated to read each of these emails to make sure that none is threatening, 
libelous or obscene. The peril of such a boundless notion ofliability should be readily 
apparent. 
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appreciation for the role in American society of a free, robust and 

independent press and is an important goal of the open forum model. 

While the open forum method is primarily a classroom model, it is, 

as noted below, an approach to journalism education that is reflected in the 

laws or policies of several states (including Washington), by school 

districts across the country and by many individual schools and their 

administrators. Finally, it is rooted in legal principles that courts across the 

country routinely implement. 

1. Amici routinely recommend the open forum 
method of journalism education. 

a. Student Press Law Center Model 
Guidelines2 

For almost four decades, amicus Student Press Law Center has 

provided help to student journalists and teachers on a variety of media law 

topics. One of the Center's most-used resources is its Model Guidelines. 

The Guidelines unquestionably endorse the open forum method. 

They designate student media as "forums for student expression and as 

voices in the uninhibited, robust, free and open discussion of issues." The 

Guidelines reflect fundamental constitutional law that existed for nearly 

two decades before the U.S. Supreme Court's decision in Hazelwood 

School District v. Kuhlmeier, 484 U.S. 260 (1988). Until then, public high 

2 A copy of the SPLC Model Guidelines is included in the Appendix. 
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school editors were mainly governed by the so-called "Tinker" standard, 

which allowed them to make their own editorial decisions as long as their 

speech did not "materially and substantially" disrupt school activities or 

cross into some other form of unlawful speech (libel, invasion of privacy, 

etc.). Tinker v. Des Moines lndep. Comm. Sch. Dist., 393 U.S. 503 (1969). 

The Hazelwood decision allowed - but did not require -

significantly more administrative censorship. Even Hazelwood noted that 

its new, more restrictive censorship standard only applied to school

sponsored student media that had not "by policy or practice" been opened 

as forums for student expression. 393 U.S. at 267. While a handful of 

lower courts had applied forum analysis to the student media before 

'Hazelwood, see, e.g., Gambino v. Fairfax County Sch. Rd., 429 F. Supp. 

731 (E.D. Va), aff'd, 564 F.2d 157 (4th CiT. 1977), it was only after the 

Court's decision that the importance of such analysis took center stage 

among journalism educators. 

To be clear, Hazelwood itself, upon which Appellants place 

. significant reliance, explicitly contemplates the operation of a student 

newspaper as a public forum. That the United States Supreme Court 

sanctioned such analysis suggests that open forum instruction cannot be 

categorically discounted as negligent. To conclude otherwise would force 

a reading of the Court's decision in Hazelwood that requires state and local 

DWT 18716812v3 0050033-006147 6 



schools to censor student publications, even when they have determined it 

is educationally unsound to do so. 

First published in the late 1970s and updated regularly, the Model 

Guidelines have been endorsed by various scholastic press organizations. 

among them the Journalism Education Association, the only independent 

national scholastic journalism organization for teachers and advisers, and 

were included in the Washington State K-12 Journalism Curriculum 

Guidelines, the only journalism curriculum guide published by the Office 

of Superintendent of Public Instruction ("OSPI"). RP 1700-01. 

b. Journalism Education Association's 
"Model Job Description for Publication 
Advisers" and "Adviser Code of Ethics,,3 

Recognizing student media as vibrant and meaningful forums for 

student expression where student editors make lawful, non-disruptive 

content decisions is a core part of many teachings and recommendations 

adopted and promoted by the JEA. 

For example, in 1987, the JEA adopted a Model Job Description 

for Publication Advisers. It begins: 

Responsibility of the adviser: 

1. Produce a journalistically professional learning atmosphere 
and experience for the students, allow students to make 
decisions concerning content of the publication. and ensure 

J Copies of the JEA's Model Job Description and the Adviser Code of Ethics are included 
in the Appendix. 
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the publications will remain an open forum. 

Subsequently, in 2000, JEA adopted an Adviser Code of Ethics. It 

reads, in relevant part: 

Advisers will: 

• Ensure students have a free, robust and active forum for 
expression without prior review or restraint. 

The Washington Journalism Education Association is a lEA state 

affiliate and regularly provides its Washington members with resources 

and offers instruction and support in creating and sustaining student media 

as open forums during its annual conventions. 

c. Center for Scholastic Journalism at Kent 
State's Mission Statement and Policy 
Statement on Student Press Freedom4 

CSJ's mission, in part, is to be "an educator of journalism teachers 

and an advocate for student press freedom and the First Amendment." In 

keeping with that mission, the Center adopted the following Policy 

Statement on Student Press Freedom: 

The Center for Scholastic Journalism affirms and endorses 
the words of Judge Arthur Tarnow as stated in his opinion 
in the case Dean v. Utica Community Schools, 345 
F.Supp.2d 799 (E.D. Mich. 2004): 

"A core value of being a journalist is to understand the role 
of the press in a free society. That role is to provide an 

4 Copies of the CSJ Mission Statement and Policy Statement on Student Press Freedom 
are included in the Appendix. A partial list of student media programs across the country 
that operate as designated forums, either by policy or practice, is available in the 
"Resources" section of the CSJ Web site, http://csjkent.org/. 
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independent source of information so that a citizen can 
make informed decisions. It is otten the case that this core 
value of journalistic independence requires a journalist to 
question authority rather than side with authority. Thus, if 
the role of the press in a democratic society is to have any 
value, all journalists - including student journalists - must 
be allowed to publish viewpoints contrary to those of state 
authorities without intervention or censorship by the 
authorities themselves. Without protection, the freedoms of 
speech and press are meaningless and the press becomes a 
mere channel for official thought." 

The Center for Scholastic Journalism believes sound 
educational practice requires schools teach journalism in a 
way that reflects our national commitment to the values 
embodied in the First Amendment and that prepares 
students for life in a democracy. Schools should hire 
qualified teacher advisers, provide them with the training 
and support they need and allow students to make their own 
content decisions for the student media they produce. 

2. School administrators widely recognize the 
educational value of the open forum method. 

Many administrators nationwide have also recognized the 

educational value of a Puyallup-style "public forum" method and have 

ac~ively supported the right of student editors to determine the content of 

. their student media as fong as they act within established legal boundaries. 

In fact, the publications from such programs are regularly recognized as 

among the best in the country by amicus National Scholastic Press 

Association, which critiques and evaluates student media nationwide. 

Finally, a small sample of articles from publications aimed at school 
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administrators has been included in the Appendix, including an article 

taken from Principal Leadership magazine. 5 

3. Several states have endorsed the approach. 

Since Hazelwood, six states - Arkansas, Colorado. Iowa, Kansas. 

Massachusetts, and Oregon - have passed so-called "anti-HazelYt!oou' 

laws. Ark. Code Ann. §§ 6-18-1201 - 1204; Colo. Rev. Stat. § 22-1-120; 

Iowa Code § 280.22; Kan. Stat. Ann. §§ 72.1504 - 72.1506; Mass. Gen. 

Laws. ch. 71, § 82; Ore. Rev. Stat. § 336.477. These laws were 

spearheaded primarily by journalism educators, students and civil rights 

groups and specifically enacted to limit the effects of Hazelwood in their 

states.6 Even before Hazelwood, California had enacted a law protecting 

high school student journalists. Cal. Educ. Code § 48907. Pennsylvania 

has also adopted a similar policy at the regulatory level. 22 Pa. Code 

Section 12.9. While the statutes' language and scope vary, they all 

effectively recognize student media as protected expressive forums that 

allow students to make lawful. non-disruptive editorial decisions free from 

administrative interference. 

5 Amici request the Court's permission to include the material in the Appendix as Amici 
were not part ofthe cases below and had no other opportunity to provide the Court with 
this information. 
6 For a very recent analysis ofthe history and background ofIowa's "anti
Hazelwood" law, see Lange v. Dierks, No. 1-587111-091, Slip Copy, 2011 
WL 5515152 (Iowa Ct. App. Nov. 9, 2011). 
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Although, to date, Washington has not enacted a state statute 

specifically protecting student journalists, the Office of Superintendent of 

Public Instruction has approved the method since 1990, including it in its 

only journalism curriculum guide. RP 1700-01. The guide aims to provide 

teachers with information on goodjoumalism practices for grades K-12. 

[d. Included in it are the Student Press Law Center's Model Guidelines, 

which, as discussed above, reflect the public forum method of instruction. 

Additionally, at least one court has intentionally left open the 

question of whether Washington's state constitutional free speech 

provision may afford its public school students greater protection from 

administrative censorship than the federal First Amendment. Lueneburg v. 

Everett School Dist. No.2, 2007 WL 2069859, *9 (W.D. Wash. July 13, 

2007). 

4. The open forum method is rooted in well
established law. 

Finally, despite Appellants' claim that the "so-called public forum" 

argument is a "flawed legal concept," to amici's knowledge, every post-

Hazelwood decision on the censorship of high school student media has 

engaged in forum status analysis, examining how a student publication is 

operated and its written policies to determine whether it is an open forum. 

and, consequently, entitled to the highest degree of First Amendment 
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protection. See Planned Parenthood ofS. Nev. v. Clark County. Sch. Dis!., 

941 F.2d 817, 821 (9th Cir. 1991)(en banc); Lueneburg v. Everell School 

Dis!. No.2, 2007 WL 2069859 (W.D. Wash. July 13,2007); Draudl v. 

Wooster City Sch. Dist., 246 F. Supp. 2d 820 (N.D. Ohio 2003)); Dean v. 

Utica Cmty. Sch., 345 F. Supp.2d 799 (E.D. Mich. 2004). 

In such cases, the courts' ruling on whether a particular publication 

is an open forum has generally proven determinative of the entire case. In 

short, whatever Appellants' personal opinions about the subject, this 

"flawed legal concept" is part of the law. 

IV. CONCLUSION 

The JagWire published an accurate, well-researched, well-written 

story that included information about a troubling topic to an unaware 

readership. While their editorial decision to include the names of their 

interviewees - with permission - was controversial, a jury determined it 

broke no laws. Contrary to Appellants' claims, allowing student editors to 

determine the content of the student media they publish, as long as they 

adhere to the law in doing so, is a well-established instructional method 

endorsed and widely supported by journalism education groups and others. 

It is also reflected in the laws of several states and by the scholastic 

journalism curriculum guidelines adopted by the state of Washington. 
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AS I SEE IT 

The Voice 01 Freedom 
One school discovers that a student newspaper 
free from prior review and censorship gives students 
a voice, raises awareness of student problems, 
and builds understanding among students. 

By HARRY PROUDFOOT AND ALAN WEINTRAUB 

W
e thought that we knew how 
big the alcohol problem was 
among students at Westport 

High School. We thought it was not 
as bad as narional surveys made stu
dent alcohol use out to be. And we 
had implemented a breathalyzer pol
icy to guarantee that all school social 
events, at least, were alcohol free. But 
then the Villager, our high school 
newspaper, did a survey on drinking. 
It showed us just how wrong we were. 

h wasn't that the overall numbers 
were that bad-albeit worse than we 
expected. They revealed that our stu
dents were just about at the national 
average in terms of alcohol use. But 
the paper also asked how often peo
ple drank. And that's where the shock 
was. Some of the students surveyed
who took the survey seriously-said 
they coul<!..n~t get through a day 
without a drink. . 

The Villager ran the piece as its 
cover story that week and later ran an 
interview with a student who clearly 
had an alcoholism problem. At West
port High School, we can no longer 
pretend we don't have an alcohol 
problem. Our high school newspaper 
has seen to that. 

Many administrators might see 
that last bit as a problem. After all, 
no one wants to see negative news 
items about their school in any news
paper, let alone in a student publica-

. We,dgn't, cen$or the 
paper. We:'doo~t engage 
in any form of prior 
review. The students 
own the newspaper. 
They are responsible for 
what it says and what it 
does. What they decide 
matters to them and to 
the students who read it. 

tion. Isn't the school newspaper sup· 
posed to be a public relations [001 

that showcases the good things that 
happen? Some schools even try 10 

keep their student papers from print
ing stories about sports team losses. 

We don't do that. 
We don't censor the paper. We don't 
engage in any form of prior revit:w. 
The students own the new~paper. 
They are responsible for what it says 
and what it does. What they decide 
matters to them and to the students 
who read it. 

As a result, the Villager has 
become something much more useful 
than a public relations tool that no 
one either reads or believes. First, it 
has had a dramatic impact on school 
climate. There are student cliques al 

Westport High School, like (:'vcrv 

other high school. The differcnc(' j, 

ours get along with each other. In 
parr, thar's because over the cours(' "I 

the year, members of every subgroup 
become the topic of some news (lr 
feature story in the paper. Part of the 
Villager's mission statemCJ1[-·-a ~ 
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statement the students decided they 
needed and developed on their 
own-is to build a greater sense of 
community within the school. The 
result is the staff constantly tries to 

find ways to remind students of their 
classmates' humanity. 

Many of the paper's edirorials 
appear to have a similar aim. They 
constantly urge all of us to become 

SETTING YOUR PAPER FREE 

The following advice will help if you'd like to put your 
school's paper into students' hands. 
1. Talk to other principals who have made similar moves 

with their student newspapers. 
2. Recognize that you can't ask just anyone who walks 

through the door to be the newspaper's adviser 
3. Accept that students are going to make some mistakes. 

But mistakes need to be seen for what they are: learning 
opportunities. If the football team loses a game because 
of the mistakes it made, the season isn't cancelled. The 
team goes back to practice Monday and tries to learn 
from those mistakes. Your newspaper needs to do the 
same thing. 

4. Create an atmosphere in which people are not afraid to 
fail. Journalism is the ultimate st.udent-centered class
room where students really are responsible for their own 
learning. Both they and their teacher need the security 
of knowing that even failure has rewards. At the Villager, 
we learn as much from our failures as we do from our 
successes. 

5. Encourage risk-taking. Don't blink when the students 
want to do stories on sex, drugs, or gang violence. 
Remember that kids have a better chance of influencing 
the behavior of other kids than any adults except their 
parents do. If an article on sex prevents two people from 
having unprotected sex-or having sex at all-the piece 
is worth whatever worries it causes you. 

6. Remember the school paper will help increase your 
awareness of the issues the students in your school con
front. That will help you improve the climate of the 
school. But the student reporters won't be able to do 
their job if they feel like you are looking over their shoul
der all the time. Give them enough space to really feel 
they own the publication. 

7. Remember that the courts have ruled that schools are 
responsible for the content of their student publications 
when administrators engage in prior review or other 
forms of content control. They have also ruled that 
schools are not responsible for the" content of. those stu
dent publications that are not subject to 'prior review or 
censorship. 

6 PRINCIPAL LEADERSHIP 

more respectful of one another. And 
they are as quick to point out our 
successes as our failures. further, they 
reveal the issues that students con
front. After reading an inrerview with 
a teenage alcoholic, a girl who ha~ 
recently had an abonion, a boy who 
has tried to commit suicide, or a Stu· 

denr who works 40 hours a week and 
doesn't get home before 11 :00 p. m. 
most nights, it is difficult for any of 
us to ignore that students live com
plicated lives that have a direct effect 
on their ability to function in the 
classroom. 

With stories such as these, the Vii 
lager forces school staff members to 

take steps toward improving students' 
lives. Equally important, the Villager 
is an avenue for open and dear com· 
munications about where students are 
coming from. More than once, items 
in the paper have made both teachers 
and administrators rethink decisions 
that have been made. 

Not that the students' opinions 
always make sense. Sometimes their 
ideas arc ridiculous. Sometimes a 
writer's opinions arc so negative or 
idealistic that we wonder what galax), 
the writer lives in. Bui even the mOSl 

far-out columns serve positive pur· 
poses. Sometimes a writer JUSt need:, 
to blow off steam. Sometimes a col· 
umn is part of the process of growing 
up-a moment of public adolescent 
rebellion that eventually leads to 
greater maturity. Regardless, we'd 
rather have the ideas in print in the 
school newspaper where the students 
can learn to harness their energy, 
anger, and intensity, than in an 
underground publication where that 
emotional angst just feeds on itself 
and creates greater negativity in the 
long run. 

Of course some will argue that 
Westport is a special case. We are a 
small school-barely 500 students. 
We are a rural school--our town still 
has more cows than people. We are in 
Massachusens-a liberal bastion that 



statement the students decided they 
needed and developed on their 
own-is to build a greater sense of 
community within the school. The 
result is the staff constantly tries to 

find ways to remind students of their 
classmates' humanity. 

Many of the paper's editorials 
appear to have a similar aim. They 
constantly urge all of us [0 become 

SETTING YOUR PAPER FREE 

The following advice will help if you'd like to put your 
school's paper into students' hands. 
1.Talk to other principals who have made similar moves 

with their student newspapers. 
2. Recognize that you can't ask just anyone who walks 

through the door to be the newspaper's adviser. 
3. Accept that students are going to make some mistakes. 

But mistakes need to be seen for what they are: learning 
opportunities. If the football team loses a game because 
of the mistakes it made, the season isn't cancelled. The 
team goes back to practice Monday and tries to learn 
from those mistakes. Your newspaper needs to do the 
same thing. 

4. Create an atmosphere in which people are not afraid to 
fail. Journalism is the ultimate student-centered class
room where students really are responsible for their own 
learning. Both they and their teacher need the security 
of knowing that even failure has rewards. At the Villager, 
we learn as much from our failures as we do from our 
successes. 

5. Encourage risk-taking. Don't blink when the students 
want to do stories on sex, drugs, or gang violence. 
Remember that kids have a better chance of influencing 
the behavior of other kids than any adults except their 
parents do. If an article on sex prevents two people from 
having unprotected sex-or having sex at all-the piece 
is worth whatever worries it causes you. 

6. Remember the school paper will help increase your 
awareness of the issues the students in your school con
front. That will help you improve the climate of the 
school. But the student reporters won't be able to do 
their job if they feel like you are looking over their shoul
der all the time. Give them enough space to really feel 
they own the publication. 

7. Remember that the courts have ruled that schools are 
responsible for the content of their student publications 
when administrators engage in prior review or other 
forms of content control. They have also ruled that 
schools are not responsible for the'" content ot those stu
dent publications that are not subject to prior review or 
censorship. 
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FINDING THE RIGHT ADVISER 

The teacher adviser is the major piece :in building a good school newspaper. You can't just 
ask the new English teacher to take it on and expect great results. The person needs energy, 
training, and what we call the pioneer spirit. 

The first requirement is energy. Few people know how hard advising a publication really is. 
You are essentially asking someone to coach a major varsity team for 10 months out of the 
year with no breaks between seasons. Our adviser almost never leaves the building before 
4:00 p.m. and is here later than that on production nights. Some advisers work with their stu
dents until 10:00 p.m. or later .and then come to school the next morning to teach a full slate 
of classes. Advisers can't look at the newspaper as an assignment. They have to be psyched 
to do it. If you really want to see the kind of energy required, visit a school newspaper on 
deadline. What you see may surprise you. 

The second thing that is necessary is a good knowledge base. The person must not only 
have good writing skills but also be able to communicate how to write well for a student audi
ence. The adviser must understand the fundamentals of good journalistic writing, as well as 
layout and design, and have a good command of the legal and ethical issues involved in a 
school newspaper. But advisers do not have to have a degree in journalism if they are willing 
to learn how to do those things. There are plenty of national and regional conferences all 
around the country that offer adviser tracks. Contact the Journalism Education Association 
and the Dow Jones Newspaper Fund for help with these kinds of issues. Advisers can also 
learn a lot by visiting other schools or by being mentored by teachers with more experience. 
These kinds of things can be set up sometimes through regional scholastic press associa
tions. Be willing to provide both the time and the money this training requires. You won't 
regret the expense. 

Finally, an adviser must want to be a pioneer. Advisers must be willing to deal with chaos 
because they want to make their lives and the lives of those around them better. 

The adviser's can-do attitude will transfer to the students and inspire them to put in the 
kinds of hours and dedication it takes to have a high quality publication. 

cares more for rights than responsibil
ities. We have a teacher adviser with 
more than 20 years experience. We'd rather have the 

ideas In print In the 
school newspaper 
where the students can 
learn to harness their 
energy, anger, and 
intensity, than In an 
underground 
publication where that 
emotional angst just 
feeds on Itself and cre
ates greater negativity 
in the long run. 

ing the ethics of their stories as they 
do creating them. Further, as part of 
school policy. every Villager sta ff 
member participates in a derailed dis· 
cussion of the American Society of 
Newspaper Editors' Canons and 
Ethics of Journalism before they 
write their first story. Ever), student 
understands that with his or her right 
to freedom of [he press comes the 
responsibility to use those righ ts eth i
cally. And although we are a rural 
town. we are nestled between two of 
the most economically depressed 
cities in America. We have a signifi· 
cant immigrant population and Ollr 
st uden ts' fj rst la nguage is as often 
Portuguese as it is English. (n addi
tion. there is a deep cultural divide. 

All these things are true. But our 
adviser has never functioned under 
prior review anywhere. even when he 
first started teaching. In fact. in his 
first year of advising. the newspaper 
ran a story critical of administrators 
for terminating three teachers. That 
paper went on to win national recog
nition in only his third year of advis
ing in large part because the students' 
ownership of the paper made them 
want to excel. 

In addition. the staff of the Vi/
lager is more concerned with respon
sible action than with rights. 
Students spend as much rime explor-
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between the working class people in 
the north end of town and the more 
wealthy in the south. Finally, 
although we are a small school, we 
have one of the poorest school budg
ets in the state. Teachers are paid 
$6-7 thousand less each year than 
even those in the immediate area. 

. ~_~y.~ s.P'(j~tC:iP1 ;'have'~ ~o. 
thls~klnq 0-': f1ewspaper 
ifth~y:'h.~_'the· courage 
, to' gi"e~t~aents dWfl~r
ship of their newspaper. 

will tell you that any school can have 
this kind of newspaper if they have 
the courage to give students owner
ship of their newspaper. 

Harry Proudfoot (wmport@ici.net) is 

the school's journalism adrJher. / n 

addition to the wtl'k~y Villager nell''< 

paper, he also adlJisfS Th(' Literar) 

Villager, the school's monlhly literar,Y 

magazine. which is abo fiee from prinr 

rflJifW and cemorship. 

But despite these considerable 
disadvantages, the Villager is consis
tently ranked among the best high 
school newspapers in the United 
States. The students will tell you they 
win awards not because they set out 
to win them, but because they are 
doing the job of good journalists 

anywhere: communicating factual 
information to people in ways that 
will help them live better lives. They 
will tell that you they are successful 
in that pursuit because they have 
been given the tools they need to 
succeed and the freedom they need 
to pursue their mission. And they 

Alan Weintraub (alan2WwestpoTI 

.mec.edu) is the dean of Westport 
(Mass.) High School. PL 
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ADVANTAGES TO ENDING PRIOR REVIEW AND CENSORSHIP 

By DIANNE SMITH 

• It will return to student journalists the First Amendment rights that are guaranteed to them. 
• It will ensure that journalistic standards are met, as long as the school district places a qualified, 

certified journalism or media teacher adviser in the program to work with the student journalists. 
• It will ensure that a diversity of opinions. both popular and unpopUlar, can be voiced. 
• It will teach the student journalists that they alone are responsible for their actions and that no one 

else will accept responsibility for their failures or successes. 
• It will allow students the freedom to explore new ideas and concepts in a nonthreatening way. 
• It will teach students the importance and necessity of critical thinking skills. 
• It will teach students that their ideas have merit. 
• It will teach students the importance of the U.S. Constitution and Bill of Rights. and will encourage 

them to honor and embrace these ideals as they grow into mature adults. 
• It will return to student readers their rights to be informed in a nonthreatening way about issues that 

affect them. 
• It will teach student readers that tolerance of other viewpoints is expected. 
• It will provide a structured place for students to have a voice without having to resort to such alter

natives as underground newspapers and websites established for the purpose of publishing cen
sored materials. 

• It will allow issues affecting students to be explored within the school community. 
• It will demonstrate to students and the local community that the school not only teaches the con

cepts put forth in the Constitution and the Bill of Rights but also puts them into practice. 
• It will open the door for new opportunities and awards for student journalists and the school that are 

not available to schools that practice prior review and censorship. 
• It will provide the local community with a reliable, independent source for school news. 
• It will lessen the legal and financial liability for content of the student media for the school and the 

administrator. 
Dianne Smith is the adviser to Bear Facts;. the student newspaper at Alief Hastings High School in 
Houston, Tex., and webmaster of For Journa"ism Teachers Only (jleachercom). 
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Guest Column 

I Didn't Always Think Well of the Student Press 
by Michael Murray 

I was not always a champion of freedom of the press for high school newspapers. 

When the editors of the school newspaper wanted to name the culprits in a high-profile disciplinary case. I argued that 
my role as principal was to ensure the success of each student. The public shaming would create an atmosphere where the 
students would not want to return. . 

Using the standards set by the U.S. Supreme court in its 1988 ruling in the Hazelwood case, I argued the student 
newspaper was not a public forum, nor did the publishing of student names further the school's educational goals. The 
editors and I were on opposite sides of the matter. The adviser, not yet tenured, was put in an extremely awkward spot. 

Life has a way of throwing events in your path that provide an opportunity to grow or to fossilize. 

Confrontational Start 
The controversial coverage involved an incident that had taken place at 2 a.m. on a Sunday morning. Students rrnm my 
high school confronted students from a prominent private school in a parking lot of a junior high to settle a long
simmering feud that had erupted several times on the basketball courts over the previous two years. 

The nature of the dispute escalated rapidly when bat-wielding students from the private school emerged rrom the nearby 
woods, and one of the public school students ended up in the emergency room with a broken jaw. Several of the private 
school students were members of a football team contending for a state title. 

The local newspaper, the high school paper and the private school's newspaper did not cover the confrontation. The 
police were stymied by the lack of identities to question. The junior high school students under my charge had eyewitness 
reports and wanted to cover the story in detail. The superintendent directed us to leave the story alone. 

Powerful Point 
That is the moment when it became clear to me these young people were going to be learning a powerful lesson about 
journalism. Is the truth subordinate to political expediency and interest groups? How much are reporter,~ willing to risk to 
print the truth? 

Print it they did, amidst a great deal of emotion and controversy. The local daily then picked up the story and followed it 

<NJPA 



through to the court appearances of two student perpetrators. 

If I thought that active backing of the editors of the school paper would make me a hero in the eyes of the students, I was 
quite mistaJcen. 

At the end of the school year, the 9th graders do a rite of passage known as the Freshman Project. The mother of the 
editor-in-chief sought me out during the displays to be sure I read her daughter's project on freedom of the student press. 
The student's message was that I always stressed that people should be judged on what they do. not by what they say. 
The fact I reviewed the content of each issue before it went to press said a lot about the level of respect and trust I had 
for the student journalists. 

This epiphany led to my next revelation about dealing with student publications. The community expected the rrinl'ipal be 
in firm control of the school. This meant ensuring nothing controversial Or unpopular ever appeared in the "hool press. 
In an active community, on almost any issue, there is guaranteed to be a faction that feeb the school has no right 10 

express a viewpoint contrary to its espoused beliefs. 

Until then, principals in our school district had routinely reviewed student content prior to publication to ensure nothing in 
print would upset anyone. Consequently, the student paper sat in piles untouched as no students had any interest in 
reading it. Students viewed the newspaper as little more than student-produced fluff. 

Trust Building 
The idea of being a censor rankled me on several levels. From a practical standpoint, censorship simply doesn't work. 
Today's generation of students is so connected through the cyber world that word travels almost at the speed of thought. 
MySpace, FaceBook, text messaging, instant messaging, cell phone conversations. photos. videos and You Tube videos all 
have proven too powerful for even the most advanced dictatorships of the world to control. 

Students judge adults by what they do, not by what they say. How can an educational leader teach responsible journalism 
and free press unless the practice reflects the stated philosophical position? There had to be a better way. 

As it turns out, there is, but it requires a lot more investment of time and energy. The first step is to establish a 
relationship with students based on respect and trust. This does not happen overnight but is the cumulative result of 
decisions and actions. 

The next step is to create a culture in the school and, most importantly, in the journalism classes where intellectual 
curiosity and critical thinking are celebrated. Student culture must be infused with the desire to examine ideas in terms of 
critical thinking principles: clarity, accuracy. precision, relevance. depth. breadth. logic. significance and fairness. 

Finally, a structure must be created in school to support mutual respect and understanding of differing viewpoint" In Illy 
case, the journalism class asked for regular press conferences with me so that ideas could he discussed. and the 
complexity of issues could be explained before stories were completed for the next issue or the newspaper. 

On distribution day, I would receive my copy at the same time as the rest of the school with little knowledge of what wu, 
covered. From time to time, the student journalists would criticize a school policy or a decision I had made as principal. 
Still, I felt a sense of pride these criticisms followed a free exchange of ideas that's essential to a democracy. and the 
articles were written after the students considered opposing viewpoints. 

These students are well on their way to becoming the type of citizens we all reference in our vision statements. Being the 
occasional target of student criticism is a small price to pay for achieving that goal. 

Michael Murray, the Michigan Interscholastic Press Association's 2007 Administrator of the Year, is 
superintendent of the Suttons Bay Public Schools in Suttons Bay, Mich. E-mail: MurravM@suttonsbav.k12Jni.us 
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Guest Column 
Freeing the Student Press for Their Good and Ours 
By Kathleen Klink 

o ate rape. Student homosexuality_ Controversy at school 
board meetings. A parental challenge of the use of Maya 

Angelou's autobiography 1 Know Why the Caged Bird Sings. 
These are sensitive topics for any superintendent to read 
about in the local media; it's even more awkward when the 
reporters are students, and the medium is the student press. 

But students need to learn about these important subjects, and it's 
the responsibility of a good student press to provide information of 
value to its readers. All are stories our students wouldn't have seen if . 
school administrators edited or censored student publications. 

When a group of parents publicly opposed the use of Angelou's 
autobiography in a high school English class, reporters from SPARK, 
the student newsmagazine, followed the story along with members of 
the Cincinnati print and electronic media and later the national media. 
What should have been a relatively minor story turned into front-page 
national news as it became a symbol for ideological struggles in public 
schools everywhere. 

At home, though, the ongoing conflict and the resulting school board 
decision were of primary importance for students who would be 
directly affected by the outcome. 

When student reporters approached me about the book controversy, 
my cooperation was important. First of all, students and staff alike 
needed to understand the challenge process and to receive complete 
and accurate information about what was happening. 

Second, as students became passionate about the incident, a 
connection with the student newsmagazine allowed me to help them 
better understand the pOSitions of all parties involved. 

Finally, even though we knew we risked being misunderstood or 
misinterpreted by inexperienced reporters, there was a greater risk in 
not being forthcoming. Gaining a reputation as being arrogant or 



uncaring about the community is a sure way to damage the district's 
effectiveness. 

Valuable Experiences 

So why should a school superintendent allow the student press to 
write about controversial issues that could be embarrassing to the 
school district? The reasons for supporting students' press rights are 
numerous. 

First and foremost, my role as superintendent is to ensure that 
students receive the best possible educational experience. Encouraging 
them to have a complete foundation in responsible journalism fits that 
role. 

High school journalism also provides on-the-job training for students 
who are thinking of becoming professional journalists. As such; they 
must learn to be accurate, relevant and objective reporters of fact. 
These are skills taught by our journalism teachers and reinforced by 
allowing them to write what they believe is important and to be 
accountable for what they publish. 

Second, the unrestricted reporting by student journalists encourages 
the development of problem-solving skills, writing skills and creative 
thinking. 

Third, in my experience taking the risk of being open with student 
journalists builds trust between the administration and stUdents. As 
that trust develops, the quality of dialogue with students improves. 

Fourth, supporting freedom of the student press demonstrates 
democratic values that are an essential part of a public education. 

Learning Responsibility 

The best teaching and learning means actively engaged students 
taking full responsibility for their work. That's a practice embraced by 
our teachers, whether in mathematics courses or in journalism 
classes. Our journalism teachers and publication advisers know they 
can't have it both ways: The best learning can't take place if the 
superintendent or principal or any other administrator controls their 
students' output and creativity. 

Of course, this doesn't mean that teachers, administrators or even 
other students are always comfortable with what they read. Stories 
published in the Lakota student press have stirred up controversy, 
created talk among staff and students and sometimes have been 
picked up by the mainstream media. Those kinds of strong reactions 
should be expected when students delve into tough issues and topics 
that affect their lives. Real-world stories can take different directions 
from those originally intended, and both writers and readers may be 
affected by the result. But when instructors create an environment in 
which students can research, discuss, write, draw and publish the 
truth objectively, all students benefit from the result. 



Even when stories challenge authority or the status quo, those who 
publish them do so with the confidence they conducted thorough 
research, developed a balanced and well-sourced story and produced 
fundamentally sound coverage because that's what they've been 
taught and that's what's expected of them. In that context, although 
we may be uncomfortable with certain published stories, we know 
they have the same integrity that we expect from other news media 
organizations. 

The bottom line is that student journalism is an academic pursuit. To 
fully appreciate what they're learning, students must be free to do 
their best and to be responsible for their work. 

A journalism class constrained by a principal or superintendent might 
as well not exist. To control stories is to control free thought and free 
speech. 

However, to provide a framework built around a culture based on 
trust opens the door for students to explore ideas, use the written 
word to expand their knowledge as well as ours and to challenge our 
thoughts. 

That's a successful education, and that's why I support freedom of the 
student press. 

Kathleen Klink is superintendent of the Lakota Local Schools, 5030 
Tylersville Road, West Chester, OH 45069. E-mail: 
kath!een.khik lakotaonline.com 
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Student Press Law Center (www.splc.org) 

SPLC Model Guidelines for High School Student Media I I 

I. Statement of Policy 

Freedom of expression and press freedom are fundamental values in a democratic society. The 
mission of any institution committed to preparing productive citizens must include teaching 
students these values, both by lesson and by example. 

As determined by the courts, student exercise of freedom of expression and press freedom is 
protected by both state and federal law, especially by the First Amendment to the United States. 
Constitution. Accordingly, school officials are responsible for encouraging and ensuring freedom 
of expression and press freedom for all students. 

It is the policy of the Board of Education that (newspaper), 
(yearbook), (literary magazine) and (electronic or on-line media), the official, school-sponsored 
student media of High School have been established as forums for 
student expression and as voices in the uninhibited, robust, free and open discussion of issues. 

Each medium should provide a full opportunity for students to inquire, question and exchange 
ideas. Content should reflect all areas of student interest. including topics about which there may 
be dissent or controversy. 

It is the policy of the Board of Education that student journalists 
shall have the right to determine the content of student media. Accordingly, the following 
guidelines relate only to establishing grounds for disciplinary actions subsequent to publication. 

II. Officials Student Media 

A. Responsibilities of Student Journalists 

Students who work on official, school-sponsored student publications or electronic media 
determine the content of their respective publications and are responsible for that content. These 
students should: 

L Determine the content of the student media; 

2. Strive to produce media based upon professional standards of accuracy, objectivity and 
fairness; 

3. Review material to improve sentence structure, grammar, spelling and punctuation; 

4. Check and verify all facts and verify the accuracy of all quotations; and 

5. In the case of editorials or letters to the editor concerning controversial issues, determine the 
need for rebuttal comments and opinions and provide space therefore if appropriate. 

B. Unprotected Expression 

The following types of student expression will not be protected 

1. Material that is "obscene as to minors." "Obscene as to minors is defined as material that 
meets all three of the following reqUirements: 



(a) the average person, applying contemporary community standards, would find that the 
publication, taken as a whole, appeals to a minor's prurient interest in sex; and 

(b) the publication depicts or describes, in a patently offensive way, sexual conduct such as 
ultimate sexual acts (normal or perverted), masturbation and lewd exhibition of the genitals; and; 

(c) the work, taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political or scientific value 

Indecent or vulgar language is not obscene. 

[Note: Most states have statutes defining what is "obscene as to minors." If such a statute is in 
force in your state, it should be substituted in place of section 11(8)( 1 ).] 

2. Libelous material. Libelous statements are provably false and unprivileged statements of fact 
that do demonstrated injury to an individual's or business's reputation in the community. If the 
allegedly libeled party is a "public figure" or "public official" as defined below, then school officials 
must show that the false statement was published "with actual malice," i.e., that the student 
journalists knew that the statement was false or that they published it with reckless disregard for 
the truth? without trying to verify the truthfulness of the statement. 

(a) A public official is a person who holds an elected or appointed public office and exercises a 
Significant amount of governmental authority. 

(b) A public figure is a person who either has sought the public's attention or is well known 
because of personal achievements or actions. 

(c) School employees will be considered public officials or public figures in relationship to articles 
concerning their school-related activities. 

(d) When an allegedly libelous statement concerns an individual who is not a public offiCial or a 
public figure, school officials must show that the false statement was published willfully or 
negligently, i.e., the student journalist who wrote or published the statement has failed to exercise 
reasonably prudent care. 

(e) Students are free to express opinions. Specifically, a student may criticize school policy or the 
performance of teachers, administrators, school officials and other school employees. 

3. Material that will cause "a material and substantial disruption of school activities." 

(a) Disruption is defined as student rioting, unlawful seizures of property, destruction of property, 
or substantial student participation in a school boycott, sit-in, walk-out or other related form of 
activity. Material such as racial, religious or ethnic slurs, however distasteful, is not in and of itself 
disruptive under these guidelines. Threats of violence are not materially disruptive without some 
act in furtherance of that threat or a reasonable belief and expectation that the author of the threat 
has the capability and intent of carrying through on that threat in a manner that does not allow 
acts other than suppression of speech to mitigate the threat in a timely manner. Material that 
stimulates heated discussion or debate does not constitute the type of disruption prohibited. 

(b) For student media to be considered disruptive, specific facts must exist upon which one could 
reasonably forecast that a likelihood of immediate, substantial material disruption to normal 
school activity would occur if the material were further distributed or has occurred as a result of 
the material's distribution or dissemination. Mere undifferentiated fear or apprehension of 
disturbance is not enough; school administrators must be able affirmatively to show substantial 
facts that reasonably support a forecast of likely disruption. 

(c) In determining whether student media is disruptive, consideration must be given to the context 



of the distribution as well as the content of the material. In this regard, consideration should be 
given to past experience in the school with similar material, past experience in the school in 
dealing with and supervising the students in the school, current events influencing student 
attitudes and behavior and whether there have been any instances of actual or threatened 
disruption prior to or contemporaneously with the dissemination of the student publication in 
question. 

(d) School officials must protect advocates of unpopular viewpoints. 

(e) "School activity" means educational student activity sponsored by the school and includes, by 
way of example and not by way of limitation, classroom work, official assemblies and other similar 
gatherings, school athletic contests, band concerts, school plays and scheduled in-school lunch 
periods. 

C. Legal Advice 

1. If, in the opinion of a student editor, student editorial staff or faculty adviser, material proposed 
for publication may be "obscene," "libelous" or would cause an "immediate, material and 
substantial disruption of school activities," the legal opinion of a practicing attorney should be 
sought. The services of the attorney for the local newspaper or the free legal services of the 
Student Press Law Center (703/807-1904) are recommended. 

2. Any legal fees charged in connection with the consultation will be paid by the board of 
education. 

3. The final decision of whether the material is to be published will be left to the student editor or 
student editorial staff. 

D. Protected Speech 

1. School officials cannot: 

a. Ban student expression solely because it is controversial, takes extreme, "fringe" or minority 
opinions, or is distasteful, unpopular or unpleasant; 

b. Ban the publication or distribution of material relating to sexual issues including, but not limited 
to, virginity, birth control and sexually-transmitted diseases (including AIDS); 

c. Censor or punish the occasional use of indecent, vulgar or so called "four-letter" words in 
student publications; 

d. Prohibit criticism of the policies, practices or performance of teachers, school officials, the 
school itself or of any public officials; 

e. Cut off funds to official student media because of disagreement over editorial policy; 

f. Ban student expression that merely advocates illegal conduct without proving that such speech 
is directed toward and will actually cause imminent unlawful action. 

g. Ban the publication or distribution by students of material written by non-students; 

h. Prohibit the endorsement of candidates for student office or for public office at any level. 

2. Commercial Speech 

Advertising is constitutionally protected expression. Student media may accept advertising. 
Acceptance or rejection of advertising is within the purview of the publication staff, which may 



accept any ads except those for products or services that are illegal for all students. Ads for 
political candidates and ballot issues may be accepted; however publication staffs are 
encouraged to solicit ads from all sides on such issues. 

E. On-Line Student Media and Use of Electronic Information Resources 

1. On-Line Student Media. 

On-line media, including Internet Web sites, e-mail, listserves and Usenet and Bitnet discussion 
groups, may be used by students like any other communications media to reach both those within 
the school and those beyond it. All official, school-sponsored on-line student publications are 
entitled to the same protections and are subject to no greater limitations than other student media, 
as described in this policy. . 

2. Electronic Information Resources 

Student journalists may use electronic information resources, including Internet Web sites, e-mail, 
listserves and Usenet and Bitnet discussion groups, to gather news and information, to 
communicate with other students and individuals and to ask questions of and consult with 
sources. School officials will apply the same criteria used in determining the suitability of other 
educational and information resources to attempts to remove or restrict student media access to 
on-line and electronic material. Just as the purchase, availability and use of media materials in a 
classroom or library does not indicate endorsement of their contents by school offiCials, neither 
does making electronic information available to students imply endorsement of that content. 

Although faculty advisers to stUdent media are encouraged to help students develop the 
intellectual skills needed to evaluate and appropriately use electronically available information to 
meet their newsgathering purposes, advisers are not responsible for approving the on-line 
resources used or created by their students. 

3. Acceptable Use Policies 

The Board recognizes that the technical and networking environment necessary for on-line 
communication may require that school officials define guidelines for student exploration and use 
of electronic information resources. The purpose of such guidelines will be to provide for the 
orderly, efficient and fair operation of the school's on-line resources. The guidelines may not be 
used to unreasonably restrict student use of or communication on the on-line media. 

Such guidelines may address the following issues: file size limits, password management, system 
security, data downloading protocol, use of domain names, use of copyrighted software, access 
to computer facilities, computer hacking, computer etiquette and data privacy. 

III. Adviser Job Security 

The student media adviser is not a censor. No person who advises a student publication will be 
fired, transferred or removed from the advisership by reason of his or her refusal to exercise 
editorial control over student media or to otherwise suppress the protected free expression of 
student journalists. 

IV. Non-School-Sponsored Student Media .. 

A. Non-school-sponsored student media and the students who produce them are entitled to the 
protections provided in section 11(0) of this policy. In addition school officials may not ban the 
distribution of non-school-sponsored student media on school grounds. However, students who 
distribute material describe in section II(B) of this policy may be subject to reasonable discipline 
after distribution at school has occurred. 



1. School officials may reasonably regulate the time, place and manner of distribution. 

(a) Non-school-sponsored media will have the same rights of distribution as official student 
media; 

(b) "Distribution" means dissemination of media to students at a time and place of normal school 
activity, or immediately prior or subsequent thereto, by means of handing out free copies, selling 
or offering copies for sale, accepting donations for copies of the media or displaying the media in 
areas of the school which are generally frequented by students. 

2. School officials cannot: 

(a) Prohibit the distribution of anonymous literature or other student media or require that it bear 
the name of the sponsoring organization or author; 

(b) Ban the distribution of stUdent media because it contains advertising; 

(c) Ban the sale of student media; or 

(d) Create regulations that discriminate against non-schoo I-sponsored media or interfere with the 
effective distribution of sponsored or non-sponsored media. 

B. These regulations do not apply to media independently produced or obtained and distributed 
by students off school grounds and without school resources. Such material is fully protected by 
the First Amendment and is not subject to regulation by school authorities. Reference to or 
minimal contact with a school will not subject otherwise independent media, such as an 
independent, student-produced Web site, to school regulation. 

V. Prior Restraint 

No student media, whether non-school-sponsored or official, will be reviewed by school 
administrators prior to distribution or withheld from distribution. The school assumes no liability for 
the content of any student publication, and urges all student journalists to recognize that with 
editorial control comes responsibility, including the responsibility to follow professional journalism 
standards each school year. 

VI. Circulation 

These guidelines will be included in the handbook on student rights and responsibilities and 
circulated to all students. 



Journalism Education Association (www.jea.org) 

JEA Job Description for Publication AdvisersD 

From: High School Journalism Confronts Critical Deadline, Iby Journalism Education Association, 1987 
D(Guidelines were originated by John Bowen and approved by JEA Board of Directors) 

The Journalism Education Association urges advisers and school systems to consider these 
guidelines as a working document. They should be adapted to fit individual needs of each 
school's journalism program while upholding the principles expressed. 

Student publications are a valid and integral part of the educational system. They are recognized 
by that system as providing students with a hands-on learning laboratory that gives them the 
chance to put into practice the most noble ideals of English, social studies and other core areas 
of learning. 

As such, the school recognizes and accepts the obligation to conduct all journalism learning 
experiences in as complete and as professional a manner as possible, and, whenever possible, 
will hire a state certified and qualified journalism teacher/adviser as part of its commitment to 
excellence. 

Responsibility of the adviser: 

1. Produce a journalistically professional learning atmosphere and experience for the students, 
allow students to make decisions concerning content of the publication, and ensure the 
publications will remain an open forum .. 

2. Work with students to increase their competence in the following areas: 

• determining news values 
• selecting news stories and in-depth stories 
• selecting feature stories 
• selecting sports stories 
• selecting opinion articles 
• developing and applying legal and ethical knowledge 
• learning aspects of the interviewing process 
• learning aspects of journalism and research skills 
• learning aspects of journalism note-taking skills 
• learning source-identification aspects, use 
• learning aspects of proper attribution in stories 
• writing news stories 
• writing feature stories 
• writing sports stories 
• writing in-depth stories 
• writing editorials 
• writing columns and commentary 
• writing reviews 
• learning journalism-editing procedures as part of the writing process 
• developing art ideas and producing art work 
• developing design ideas 
• designing and laying out pages 
• learning the photographic process 
• identifying new trends in content and design 
• learning advertising procedures 
• learning to use the computer in publications work 

3. Provide the students with an educated, professional role model as adviser and serve as a 



motivator and catalyst for ideas and professionalism. 

4. Evaluate student participation by using journalism standards. 

5. Act as an educational resource for legal freedoms and restrictions for students and encourage 
discussion of ethics and content. 

6. Provide the opportunity for students to produce a publication consistent with the First 
Amendment and court decisions, without faculty or administrative censorship, within the 
standards of professional journalism and the Society of Professional Journalists/Sigma Delta 
Chi's Code of Ethics. 

7. Act as a helpful adviser, but not as a censor, to students in all steps of publishing. In terms of 
unprotected speech, the adviser's role will be to act as a consultant and as an educator, 

8. Develop, with the staff, an editorial policy consistent with legal precedent, court decisions and 
professional journalistic freedoms, which will also be agreed upon and signed by the principal. 

9. Help the staff establish pOlicies that include 

• roles of all staff positions 
• role of the editorial board 
• standards of professional journalism and procedures for the staff 
• style and design guidelines 
• a code of ethics for the publication and staff 
• advertising procedures 
• staff application and selection policies 
• staff member removal policy 
• appeals procedure 
• credit procedure 
• photography rules and guidelines 
• computer training 
• equipment use rules 
• office guidelines 
• decision making and consultation 
10. Work with students 

• in regular planning sessions with the staff 
• in regular training session in all aspects of journalism 
• in meeting schedules and deadlines 
• in counseling staffers in coverage of school life 
• in the process of gathering information 

11. Order supplies and equipment; supervise the distribution. collection, maintenance and 
inventory control of such equipment in accordance with publication needs and school policy 

12. Supervise the financial status of the publication, and encourage fiscal responsibility. 

Further, the adviser is encouraged to support the following actions: 

• Work with students to determine publication size and frequency based on content 
consideration, and a workable publication and distribution policy. 

• Work with faculty and administration to help them understand the freedoms accorded students 
and the goals of the publication. 

• Belong to professional and educational organizations and participate, with the students, in 
activities of these organizations, including local, state, regional and national 
conventions/seminars. 



• Be aware of the trends in journalism and share them with the students. 
• Urge students to attend summer journalism workshops and conventions so they may improve 

their skills. If necessary, the adviser will make every effort, with the school system's assistance, 
, to pay part of the cost of the workshops through special money-raising activities or special 

advertising campaigns. 
• Be a source of information for prospective staff, and work with English teachers and others in 

an effort to recruit new staff members, including minorities. 
• Submit the publications and contributions of students to rating services arid contests so the 

student staff receives external feedback. 
• Provide the staff with information about journalism scholarships and other financial aid as well 

as about journalism as a career. 
• Establish an exchange with other schools in the region, state and nation to share ideas and to 

be aware of trends. The program may include participation in national student wire services. 

Before the adviser can be expected to advise and teach competently, the school board and 
administration should fulfill the following obligations: 

• Provide a qualified and/or certified adviser who can competently advise students. [ j rl 
• Provide extra planning time for the adviser within the school day in consideration of the 

schedule and outside-of-school time demanded. 0 
• Provide adequate financial support for the publication so it may continue to publish and perform 

as a valuable educational learning experience for stUdents and community readers as well as 
for staff members. 1- 1 

• Provide adequate support in the form of equipment and supplies so the publication can be 
technologically up to date. I I 

• Provide time for the adviser to attend and participate in seminars, workshops and conventions 
and to accompany students to such meetings so they may improve their skills. I 

• Agree .through an editorial policy that the content of the publication is the responsibility of the 
students who have rights guaranteed by the First Amendment.: 

• Ensure the publication remain an open forum for student expression at all times. i 
• Establish a priority for publishing and printing that is consistent with the First Amendment and 

educational concept of the publication. 

JEA Adviser Code of Ethics 

Media advisers will: 
• Model standards of professional journalistic conduct to students, administrators and others. 
• Empower students to make decisions of style, structure and content by creating a learning 

atmosphere where stUdents will actively practice critical thinking and decision making. 
• Encourage students to seek out points of view and to explore a variety of information sources in 

their decision-making. 
• Ensure students have a free, robust and active forum for expression without prior review or 

restraint. 
• Emphasize the importance of accuracy, balance and clarity in all aspects of news gathering 

and reporting. 
• Show trust in students as they carry out their responsibilities by encouraging and supporting 

them in a caring learning environment. 
• Remain informed on press rights and responsibilities to provide students with sources of legal 

information. 
• Advise, not act as censors or decision makers. 
• Display professional and personal integrity in situations which might be construed as potential 

conflicts of interest. 
• Support free expression for others in local and larger communities. 
• Counsel students to avoid deceptive practices in all practices of publication work. 



• Model effective communications skills by continuously updating knowledge of media education. 



Center for Scholastic Journalism (www.csjkent.org) 

CSJ Journalism Mission Statement 

The Center for Scholastic Journalism is a national clearinghouse with information for and about 

student journalists and their advisers, a research center on issues affecting scholastic media, an 

educator of journalism teachers and an advocate for student press freedom and the First 

Amendment. 

CSJ Policy Statement on Student Press Freedom 

The Center for Scholastic Journalism affirms and endorses the words of Judge Arthur Tarnow as 
stated in his opinion in the case Dean v. Utica Community Schools, 345 F.Supp.2d 799 (E.D. 
Mich. 2004): 

"A core value of being a journalist is to understand the role of the press in a free society. 
That role is to provide an independent source of information so that a citizen can make 
informed decisions. It is often the case that this core value of journalistic independence 
requires a journalist to question authority rather than side with authority. Thus, if the role 
of the press in a democratic society is to have any value, all journalists - including 
student journalists - must be allowed to publish viewpoints contrary to those of state 
authorities without intervention or censorship by the authorities themselves. Without 
protection, the freedoms of speech and press are meaningless and the press becomes a 
mere channel for official th ought." 

The Center for Scholastic Journalism believes sound educational practice requires schools teach 
journalism in a way that reflects our national commitment to the values embodied in the First 
Amendment and that prepares students for life in a democracy. Schools should hire qualified 
teacher advisers, provide them with the training and support they need and allow students to 
make their own content decisions for the student media they produce. 


