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Dear Middle School Parent/Guardians, 

 
You may be aware of the recent controversy involving an article submitted to our school 

newspaper.  The Gazette and Republican have both printed articles about this issue.  It is our hope to 
clarify some information.   

Most importantly: 
• At no time did we tell students that we would censor or ban their article.  We considered it a 

work in progress.  It was always our intention to work with the students to publish and distribute 
an article which reflected and gave voice to the concerns and issues raised in the article/survey.   

• We take very seriously our responsibility to guide and educate students.  In asking the students to 
revise and edit their article/survey the club advisors’ goal was to teach the students about 
journalism and accurate survey techniques. 

• We value the issues and concerns raised by our students.  We are eager to work with students on 
ways to improve our school.  

 
Some context and background information: 
 
1)  Students submitted an article to the advisors of the newspaper club in which they had surveyed 

students and written about students’ thoughts on the school’s vision statement, discipline policies, 
and student voice. The students believed that their article was being censored because the paper 
was not distributed on the second Thursday of the month.   

2)   The advisors told the students that the article raised important issues.  They told the students that 
they would need to revise and edit the article/survey before it would be printed (improve the survey 
and separate news from editorial into two articles).   

3)  On Monday, March 17th, we received a letter from the American Civil Liberties Union “…on behalf 
of student writers, editors, and researchers of the Chestnut Street Journal, all students at Amherst 
Regional Middle School, and their parents” which urged us to “……rescind your decision to ban 
the publication and distribution of the present edition of the Chestnut Street Journal”.  At that time, 
we had not met with any parents or students about this issue of the school newspaper.  After 
checking with our school lawyer, we were clear that we were acting in a manner which was 
consistent with the principles of free speech under Massachusetts and federal law.   

4)  We will be meeting with the students involved in the newspaper to clarify next steps.  
 

We are eager to continue to do our work as responsible educators who value and respect students.  
We are open and eager to continue the work to critique and reflect on our school’s practice and policy 
with the goal of growth and improvement. 
 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
   
     Michael Hayes  Fran Ziperstein 


